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NO SCIENCE BEHIND GRETA THUNBERG’S STATEMENT “I WANT YOU TO PANIC” 

…ACCORDING TO GRETA.  

 

 

 

 

“Those are metaphors, of course I don’t mean literally that I want people to panic…” 

 

In testimony to US Congress in April 2021, Greta Thunberg explained to Congressman Norman that 
there was no science behind her world publicized WEF statement “I want you to panic….” stating 
that this was just a metaphor and Greta said she did not want people to panic.  It should be 
incumbent upon Mayor and Council to transmit this message to the people, especially the Calgary 
public and Catholic school boards, as thousands of children have been negatively influenced by this 
fear mongering which has largely been driven by a massive behind-the-scenes media campaign1 by 
the Global Strategic Communications Council, and by companies associated with We Don’t Have 
Time2 social media/social engineering platforms and their associated PR firms, including Canadian 
participants like the Citizens Climate Lobby3 and CAN-RAC.  Common media themes have been 

 

1 https://www.politico.eu/article/the-climate-activists-stealing-big-oils-playbook/   

2 https://blog.friendsofscience.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Greta_prospectus_short_eng.pdf  

3 Cathy Orlando, executive director of Citizens Climate Lobby is also on the board of the Swedish-based organization “We Don’t Have Time”, 
along with Greta Thunberg as youth advisor.  

https://www.c-span.org/video/?511009-1/house-oversight-reform-subcommittee-hearing-fossil-fuel-industry-climate-change
https://www.politico.eu/article/the-climate-activists-stealing-big-oils-playbook/
https://blog.friendsofscience.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Greta_prospectus_short_eng.pdf
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developed and pushed through the Canadian media by influential groups like the Strathmere Group, 
aided by groups like Boothroyd Communications, according to their own statement online4. 

 

 

 

 

US climate scientist James Hansen also works with Citizens Climate Lobby and has advocated by email that Canadians petition for a $210/t 
carbon tax so that they will get higher carbon tax rebates.  This is a concerning interference in Canadian policy matters by a US climate scientist 
who also called the oil sands a ‘carbon bomb’.  

  

4 http://www.boothroydco.com/clients-and-projects  

http://www.boothroydco.com/clients-and-projects
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The Strathmere Group (founded by Marlo Raynolds5, formerly of the Pembina Institute) reportedly 
now “have over 358,000 members, 420 staff and annual budgets totaling over $50 million.” It 
should be noted that most of the participants are federally registered Canadian charities, meaning 
that tax dollars are subsidizing groups that are working against the economic interests of taxpaying 
citizens, particularly those in Calgary’s oil-gas-oil sands sector, for partisan activity. 

 

As Matthew Nisbet has reported in peer-reviewed work6, the larger objective of these climate-
obsessed groups appears to be the creation of global cap-and-trade systems, though the push is 
being carried on outside the framework of democratic policymaking, described in the “Design to 
Win” plan7, using local environmental non-governmental organizations (ENGOs) to agitate for 
policy ‘as if’ it is the desire of local people.  This is in essence how the climate emergency theme is 
being pushed by activist groups around the world.   

 

As Minister Savage noted, upon release of the Allan Inquiry/Alberta Inquiry, working people should 
not be forced to finance climate activist activities that are decimating jobs and our economy with 
false narratives, particularly when the claimed climate emergency is a social construct that is not 
based on scientific evidence, as we demonstrate below. 

 

EXTREME WEATHER EVENTS MUST NOT BE CONFLATED WITH CLIMATE CHANGE.  

 

“Climate change” refers to statistically significant evidential changes in regional climate 
patterns that occur over 30-year, 50-year, 100-year, and millennial timeframes8.  

 

Dr. Madhav Khandekar, scientific advisor to Friends of Science Society, 40-year veteran research 
scientist with Environment Canada, past IPCC Expert Reviewer and WMO regional expert, former U 

 

5 https://muttart.org/reports/prepare-your-non-profit-organization-to-help-create-a-wave-of-positive-change/ (pg. 89)  

6 https://web.northeastern.edu/matthewnisbet/wp-
content/uploads/2018/05/Nisbet2018_ClimatePhilanthropy_WIREsClimateChange_Final.pdf  

7 https://blog.friendsofscience.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/design_to_win_final_8_31_07.pdf  

8  

https://muttart.org/reports/prepare-your-non-profit-organization-to-help-create-a-wave-of-positive-change/
https://web.northeastern.edu/matthewnisbet/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Nisbet2018_ClimatePhilanthropy_WIREsClimateChange_Final.pdf
https://web.northeastern.edu/matthewnisbet/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Nisbet2018_ClimatePhilanthropy_WIREsClimateChange_Final.pdf
https://blog.friendsofscience.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/design_to_win_final_8_31_07.pdf
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of Alberta professor of atmospheric sciences, explains that extreme weather events are not driven 
by human influence or carbon dioxide.  

 

Many children, including Calgary youth activist Sadie Vipond, unfortunately do feel a sense of fear 
and panic.  Ms. Vipond, in her climate change court case statement against the Canadian federal 
government9 invokes her climate change fear driven by the 2013 Calgary flood.  This was not a 
climate change event but a meteorological event.10  Eight of the worst floods in Calgary’s history 
were before 1933; two of them with larger flows than that of 2013. 

 

 

 
Source: https://friendsofscience.org/assets/documents/Alberta%20Climate%20Future%20rebuttal.pdf  

 

In contrast to the hyperbolic claims about Alberta’s Climate Future made by Dr. Katharine Hayhoe 
in a report by the same name, our rebuttal report “Facts vs Fortune-Telling”, which is based on 

 

9 https://www.canlii.org/en/ca/fct/doc/2020/2020fc1008/2020fc1008.html  

10 https://journals.ametsoc.org/view/journals/mwre/143/7/mwr-d-14-00236.1.xml A Meteorological Analysis of the 2013 Alberta Flood: 

Antecedent Large-Scale Flow Pattern and Synoptic–Dynamic Characteristics  Shawn M. Milrad1, John R. Gyakum2, and Eyad H. Atallah2 DOI: 

https://doi.org/10.1175/MWR-D-14-00236.1 

Source: Weather Network 

 

https://youtu.be/Gcv8Mfcnpc0
https://youtu.be/Gcv8Mfcnpc0
https://friendsofscience.org/assets/documents/Alberta%20Climate%20Future%20rebuttal.pdf
https://friendsofscience.org/assets/documents/Alberta%20Climate%20Future%20rebuttal.pdf
https://www.canlii.org/en/ca/fct/doc/2020/2020fc1008/2020fc1008.html
https://journals.ametsoc.org/view/journals/mwre/143/7/mwr-d-14-00236.1.xml
https://journals.ametsoc.org/search?f_0=author&q_0=Shawn+M.+Milrad
https://journals.ametsoc.org/view/journals/mwre/143/7/mwr-d-14-00236.1.xml#affiliation0
https://journals.ametsoc.org/search?f_0=author&q_0=John+R.+Gyakum
https://journals.ametsoc.org/view/journals/mwre/143/7/mwr-d-14-00236.1.xml#affiliation1
https://journals.ametsoc.org/search?f_0=author&q_0=Eyad+H.+Atallah
https://journals.ametsoc.org/view/journals/mwre/143/7/mwr-d-14-00236.1.xml#affiliation1
https://doi.org/10.1175/MWR-D-14-00236.1
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long-term scientific evidence in Alberta, shows there is no trend toward more extreme weather.  
Likewise, claims that the Fort McMurray wildfire was a climate change event ignores the fact that 
the post-Slave Lake wildfire (arson) study “Flat Top Fire Complex Review”11 recommended that 
wildfire crews be contracted and ready for action by mid-April, as there are often big wildfires in 
that period between snow melt and spring rain.  These recommendations were ignored by the then-
NDP government. 

 

Indeed, for Calgary, measured temperatures have declined at a rate of 1.25 C/century since the new 
airport station was fired up in 1973. 

 

The recent ‘heat dome’ event, was just that – a rare but known meteorological event, not a sign of 
climate change.  For this to qualify as ‘climate change’ there would have to be a recurring pattern of 
such events over many months and subsequent years for decades.  Prof. Cliff Mass, whose area of 
study is the Pacific Northwest describes the heat dome from his perspective.12  Researchers Jean 
van Vliet and Brigitte van Vliet-Lanoie of Belgium ascribe the events of the Lytton wildfire tragedy 
in the heat dome to a more familiar weather phenomenon – the ‘foehn’ or Chinook - and related 
atmospheric pressures from the Anticyclone Mobile Polaire/Polar Mobile High.13 Their paper notes 
that coincident to the blocked heat in the Pacific North West, there was an extreme cold front that 
descended all the way down to Mexico, which was not discussed in the press at all.  

 

DON’T “FOLLOW THE LEADER” - OTTAWA’S CLIMATE POLICY VISION: GIVING THE 

PEOPLE WHAT THEY DON’T WANT.    

 

Ottawa declared a climate emergency in April of 201914. It is a city a bit smaller in population than 
Calgary and the seat of federal government in Canada and has embarked on a climate policy plan. 
Councillor Shawn Menard said “"It's the young people in the city who are actually leading this 
effort” citing various petitions and presentations. 

 

In Calgary’s case, Mayor Gondek has noted in the press that various presentations have been made 
to city council.  Council should be aware that the Calgary Climate Hub has been funded by Al Gore’s 
Canadian federally registered charity The Climate Reality Project.  Mr. Gore has been a big 
cheerleader of blockades of TMX and other pipeline projects that are an essential part of Calgary’s 
and Canada’s economy.  Natural Resources Defence Council, which was/is a key player in the Tar 
Sands Campaign – the multi-million dollar foreign-funded attack on Alberta’s oil sands - is also 
listed as a ‘collaborator on the Gore-Blood company website for Generation Investment 
Management. 

 

 
11 https://open.alberta.ca/publications/9781460102732  

12 https://cliffmass.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2021-07-08T12:03:00-07:00&max-results=2  

13 https://www.science-climat-energie.be/2021/08/27/temperatures-extremes-et-foehn-demonter-le-mythe-des-domes-de-chaleur/   

14 https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/city-of-ottawa-declares-climate-emergency-1.5109378  

https://open.alberta.ca/publications/9781460102732
https://cliffmass.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2021-07-08T12:03:00-07:00&max-results=2
https://www.science-climat-energie.be/2021/08/27/temperatures-extremes-et-foehn-demonter-le-mythe-des-domes-de-chaleur/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/city-of-ottawa-declares-climate-emergency-1.5109378
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According to Environmental Progress, “NRDC helped create and put $66 million in Black Rock "Ex-
Fossil Fuels Index Fund" stock fund that — in fact — invests heavily in natural gas and renewables 
companies.” 15 

 

We see the Tar Sands Campaign as a ‘green trade war’ against Alberta and Calgary.  Please read our 
reports.16 17 

 

     

 

Returning to the Ottawa city climate plan, Ottawa resident and long-time federal public servant and 
diplomat, Robert Lyman, says this plan is ‘giving the people what they don’t want’.18  He notes that 
astronomical costs and climate and technology targets – most of which are unattainable with 
current technologies or rollouts of proposed solutions (i.e., EVs and related infrastructure) and how 
Ottawa’s climate policy vision will shut down much of the city and drive taxes up 37%. 

 

Image licensed from Shutterstock. 

 

Most cities ‘stick to their knitting’ and provide municipal services like water, sanitation, some level 
of public transportation, road clearing and maintenance, various levels of EMS, some social services 
and public health in coordination with other levels of provincial health authorities. 

 

15 https://environmentalprogress.org/nrdc  

16 https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2019/12/20/fear-and-loathing-history-context-and-

observations/?highlight=60%20billion%20keep%20canada%20in%20the%20black  

17 https://blog.friendsofscience.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Protest-vs-Green-Trade-War-rebutting-Enviro-Defence-FINAL-Aug-17-

2020.pdf  
18 https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2021/08/03/ottawas-climate-policy-vision-a-plan-to-give-the-people-what-they-dont-
want/?highlight=ottawa%20climate%20plan  

https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/nrdc-2014-form-990.pdf
https://environmentalprogress.org/nrdc
https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2019/12/20/fear-and-loathing-history-context-and-observations/?highlight=60%20billion%20keep%20canada%20in%20the%20black
https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2019/12/20/fear-and-loathing-history-context-and-observations/?highlight=60%20billion%20keep%20canada%20in%20the%20black
https://blog.friendsofscience.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Protest-vs-Green-Trade-War-rebutting-Enviro-Defence-FINAL-Aug-17-2020.pdf
https://blog.friendsofscience.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Protest-vs-Green-Trade-War-rebutting-Enviro-Defence-FINAL-Aug-17-2020.pdf
https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2021/08/03/ottawas-climate-policy-vision-a-plan-to-give-the-people-what-they-dont-want/?highlight=ottawa%20climate%20plan
https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2021/08/03/ottawas-climate-policy-vision-a-plan-to-give-the-people-what-they-dont-want/?highlight=ottawa%20climate%20plan
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As we noted in our two-part 2017 reports to the City of Calgary, the cost-benefits of the existing 
Calgary climate focus are dubious and not supported by evidence. 

 

 

 

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2017/09/13/the-cost-benefit-question-on-city-of-calgary-climate-change-plans/  

 

Likewise, while public transit is important for city residents, in a large city like Calgary that 
experiences significant swings in weather conditions and where many residents have specifically 
chosen to live in Calgary so that they can enjoy weekend or summer trips to the Rockies or 
Kananaskis Country year-round, personal vehicles will remain an important priority.   

 

Robert Lyman points out in the report “85 Million Tonne Obsession”19 that: “As context, in 2016 15.6 
million Canadians commuted back and forth from home to work. After five decades of governmental 
efforts to discourage commuting by personal vehicle, the percentage of working Canadians commuting 
by car has fallen from 80.7 to 79.5 per cent. In other words, regardless of what government planners, 
transit commissions and environmentalists may prefer, the average citizen is voting for personal 
vehicles.” 

 

As Robert Lyman further outlines in “Squandered Money”, focussing on public transit like LRT or 
high-speed rail as a ‘climate change’ measure to reduce emissions is an inappropriate use of urban 
taxpayer dollars20.  Likewise, while activists claim huge reductions in emissions from public transit, 
in fact most major transit infrastructure projects have embedded emissions that will never be 
recovered over the life of the project. 

 

For example, Portland’s North Interstate Rail light rail line is estimated to save about 23 billion BTU 
(British Thermal Units) per year, while its construction is estimated to have consumed 3.9 trillion 
BTU. It would take 172 years to offset the extra energy embedded in the construction. 21 

 

19 https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2019/07/27/the-85-million-tonne-obsession/  

20 https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2020/02/03/squandered-money-funding-mass-transit-to-reduce-emissions/  

21 https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/does-rail-transit-save-energy-or-reduce-greenhouse-gas-emissions  

 

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2017/09/13/the-cost-benefit-question-on-city-of-calgary-climate-change-plans/
https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2019/07/27/the-85-million-tonne-obsession/
https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2020/02/03/squandered-money-funding-mass-transit-to-reduce-emissions/
https://www.cato.org/policy-analysis/does-rail-transit-save-energy-or-reduce-greenhouse-gas-emissions
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THE UN CLIMATE PANEL REPORT (IPCC AR6) DOES NOT FORECAST A CATASTROPHIC 

FUTURE SCENARIO.  

 

The most recent science of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) AR6 report 
issued on August 9, 2021, shows that the catastrophic future scenario known as “RCP8.5” (depicted 
below) which had been seen as a ‘likely’ future in the 2013 IPCC AR6 report, and which had been 
the basis for the 2018 IPCC SR1.5 report, is now deemed a low likelihood.22 23 

 

 

 

An example of how these scenarios have been misused as ‘comparison pathways’ can be seen in this 
video at 3:00, recorded at the University of Calgary, where Dr. Katharine Hayhoe claims that RCP8.5 
is a ‘business-as-usual’ path and that global emissions are dropping due to China’s adoption of 
renewables.  In fact, the opposite is true.  “When Giants Arise”, a report prepared by Robert 
Lyman, who served Canadians for 27 years as a public servant and 10 years as a diplomat, 
primarily working on greenhouse gas emissions related portfolios, shows that global emissions 
will continue to grow as South Asian nations, including China, India and Malaysia, will grow 
their economies.   

  

 

 

22 https://rogerpielkejr.substack.com/p/how-to-understand-the-new-ipcc-report  

23 https://www.wsj.com/articles/media-climate-change-truth-degrees-warming-disaster-hurricanes-flooding-adaptation-infrastructure-united-
nations-11630703058  

https://youtu.be/HjVyvKNlI2Q
https://youtu.be/HjVyvKNlI2Q
https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2021/03/01/when-giants-arise-the-real-world-of-ghg-emissions-and-growth/
https://rogerpielkejr.substack.com/p/how-to-understand-the-new-ipcc-report
https://www.wsj.com/articles/media-climate-change-truth-degrees-warming-disaster-hurricanes-flooding-adaptation-infrastructure-united-nations-11630703058
https://www.wsj.com/articles/media-climate-change-truth-degrees-warming-disaster-hurricanes-flooding-adaptation-infrastructure-united-nations-11630703058
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As South Asia makes up 60% of the world’s population while North America and Europe combined 
make up only 15%, it is unlikely the West’s obsession with climate change will have any impact on 
these emerging nations that want higher living standards for their people – many of whom still lead 
subsistence lives, burning wood scraps, dung and garbage for their heating and cooking needs. 

 

Indeed, human rights to an improved economy is enshrined in the UN Charter under the 
fundamental principles of the UN Charter – Article 2.1 which guarantees equal sovereignty and 
Article 55 which promotes economic development, full employment and higher standards of living. 
This applies to us, too. 

 

POLITICIZED DOCUMENTS DO NOT REFLECT THE SCOPE OF SCIENCE.  

 

It is important that you recognize that the IPCC “Summary for Policymakers” (SPM) is a highly 
politicized document but being only 42 pages in more-or-less laypersons language, it is the 
document that most media, climate activists, and policymakers refer to.  However, it does not 
represent a valid scientific picture of the state of climate which is discussed in detail in the ~4,000-
page IPCC Physical Sciences Working Group I full report.  For example, in this year’s IPCC AR6 SPM, 
there is an image of a ‘hockey stick’ graph24, that gives an alarming impression of dramatic warming 
in the ‘Anthropocene’ – however, this ‘hockey stick’ graph does not appear in the scientific 
document at all.  

 

 

24 https://youtu.be/LK2mugvoaKo  

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2021/03/01/when-giants-arise-the-real-world-of-ghg-emissions-and-growth/  

https://treaties.un.org/doc/publication/ctc/uncharter.pdf
https://youtu.be/LK2mugvoaKo
https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2021/03/01/when-giants-arise-the-real-world-of-ghg-emissions-and-growth/
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Further examination reveals the ‘hockey stick’ graph to be a patchwork quilt made up of carefully 
cherry-picked data25 that eliminates the previous warming and cooling of the Medieval Warm 
Period (950-1250AD) and the Little Ice Age (1250-1850AD) to leave the impression that climate 
has dramatically changed in the past hundred years, when this is not true. Indeed, in the full 
~4,000-page scientific document, the words ‘crisis’ and ‘emergency’ are only mentioned once in 
reference to media coverage of climate change.  

 

“CLIMATE EMERGENCY” FEARS STEMMED FROM THE MISUSE OF RCP 8.5.  

 

Researchers Pielke, Jr., and Ritchie have found that fears of a climate emergency stemmed from the 
abuse and misuse of these “Representative Concentration Pathways” (RCP 2.6 through 8.5), and 
particularly the on-going focus of researchers on the use of RCP8.5 and outdated science for climate 
research, when this is an implausible scenario, originally developed only for research purposes, 
not for policymaking. 

 

CLIMATE ACTIVISTS USED PSYCHOLOGICAL TACTICS TO INSTILL FEAR IN THE 

PUBLIC. 

 

They falsely proclaim a climate emergency and demand “War Measures” to cause sweeping changes 
(like instituting a personal carbon ration, nationalizing industries, demobilizing citizens in a climate 
lockdown).  Clinical psychologist Margaret Klein Salamon drove the claim ‘our house is on fire’ 
using psychological tactics to compel the public into compliance; activists like Ezra Silk developed 
the proposed war measures “Victory Plan” action (with former Greenpeace activist Paul Gilding) to 
launch the Global Climate Emergency Plan; Canadian author Seth Klein was funded for $75,000, by 

 

25 https://climateaudit.org/2021/08/11/the-ipcc-ar6-hockeystick/  

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S2214629620304655
https://rogerpielkejr.substack.com/p/the-unstoppable-momentum-of-outdated
https://rogerpielkejr.substack.com/p/the-unstoppable-momentum-of-outdated
https://www.theclimatemobilization.org/resources/whitepapers/leading-public-emergency-mode/
https://www.theclimatemobilization.org/resources/whitepapers/leading-public-emergency-mode/
https://www.theclimatemobilization.org/resources/whitepapers/victory-plan/
https://ezrasilk.org/bio
https://climateaudit.org/2021/08/11/the-ipcc-ar6-hockeystick/
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the McConnell Foundation presumably for the creation of his book “A Good War: Mobilizing Canada 
for the Climate Emergency”26. 

          

Meanwhile McConnell, a tax-subsidized Canadian charitable foundation donated/invested some 
$10 million to one of the world’s richest corporations, BlackRock, for a renewable energy 
investment.27 

In light of the evidence in the Allan Inquiry/Alberta Inquiry and accompanying Deloitte reports, it is 
clear there is a coordinated effort by various ‘green’ groups, and one must consider what 
commercial interests they may (knowingly or inadvertently) be fronting. 

 

Certainly, aligning any policy with the influence of any Greenpeace association should be 
concerning for the City of Calgary Mayor and Council as Greenpeace was funded by foreign sources 
to shut down the oil sands, according to these grant documents. 

 

26  

27  

https://www.sethklein.ca/book
https://www.sethklein.ca/book
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https://blog.friendsofscience.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Manufacturing-A-Climate-Crisis-2A-FINAL.pdf  

  

Greenpeace (and the Tar Sands Campaign) were successful in driving off investment in the Alberta 
oil sands. The above are just two of hundreds of grants to Greenpeace worldwide from the Oak 
Foundation. 

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Manufacturing-A-Climate-Crisis-2A-FINAL.pdf
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Indeed, by 2014, the Tar Sands Campaign had been largely successful in driving off investment.  
That, combined with a drop in oil prices, led to the destruction of the Alberta economy and gutted 
Calgary. 

 

Why would the City of Calgary want to participate in a climate emergency program that has its 
roots in Greenpeace activism?  Would this not be a display of Stockholm Syndrome? 

 

To remind the Mayor and Council, in 2009, the Oil Sands Developers Group forecast the following: 

 

This economic potential that once was the driver of Calgary’s slogan “Feel the energy” was 
destroyed by the Tar Sands Campaign and our beautiful City of Calgary was economically and 
spiritually gutted as our cadre of thousands of professional scientists and engineers, skilled 
tradespeople, and even our tourism sector were smeared and denigrated worldwide by a 
coordinated, foreign, and domestic funded campaign against a vital energy industry. 
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CLIMATE EMERGENCY DECLARATIONS IN CANADA HAVE BEEN PROMOTED BY GMOB 

OUT OF QUEBEC –  NOT BY SCIENTIFIC ORGANIZATIONS.   

 

As shown in the links provided at the end of the City of Calgary Motion, the global climate 
emergency has been promoted by ‘hive’ activity of climate activists.  In Canada, GMob out of Quebec 
has been behind the push.   

 

CITIES DO IMPACT CLIMATE CHANGE –  REGIONALLY.  

 

While the motion is correct in referencing the impact of cities on climate, and the regional influence 
of human activity via land use, water diversion, etc., is evident in the work of Dr. Roger Pielke, Sr., 
and colleagues28, Calgary and Alberta have already been actively addressing climate change 
and environment issues for decades.  Former Calgary Mayor Ralph Klein was Alberta’s first 
Environment Minister.  Alberta had the first Environment Ministry.  Alberta had the first Climate 
Change and Environment legislation in North America and the first carbon tax on large emitters in 
2003.  Prior to this, Alberta had already instituted the Best Available Technology Economically 
Achievable (BATEA) regulations in the late 1990s.  Reclamation is the law in Alberta and has been 
for decades.   

 

Largely due to the Tar Sands Campaign, these good works were buried by activists, when all of 
Alberta’s and Calgary’s climate and environmental achievements were the work of dedicated public 
servants and publicly employed scientists and corporate innovators, not climate activists!   

 

Thus, it is odd to think that, as the Motion supposes, by declaring a Climate Emergency the tone and 
tenor of climate activism against Calgary, or the desire to invest in Calgary would suddenly change 
for the positive. Calgary has been ranked for years in the top ten green cities in Canada29 and 
this report says: “it’s consistently voted as one of the 
cleanest cities not only in Canada, but in the world.” 30  

 

Compare this to the city of Beijing (population 21.4 million) 
which puts out emissions equivalent to the annual emissions 
of the entire province of Ontario.31  

 

28 https://physicstoday.scitation.org/doi/10.1063/PT.3.3364  
29 https://getmysa.com/blogs/environmental-talk/canadas-top-10-greenest-cities  
30 https://www.expedia.ca/travelblog/17-greenest-cities-canada/    
31 https://blog.friendsofscience.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Futile-Folly-aug-2020-Reissued-FINAL.pdf  

 

https://climateemergencydeclaration.org/canada-declaration-of-climate-emergency-campaign-in-quebec/
https://climateemergencydeclaration.org/canada-declaration-of-climate-emergency-campaign-in-quebec/
https://physicstoday.scitation.org/doi/10.1063/PT.3.3364
https://getmysa.com/blogs/environmental-talk/canadas-top-10-greenest-cities
https://www.expedia.ca/travelblog/17-greenest-cities-canada/
https://blog.friendsofscience.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Futile-Folly-aug-2020-Reissued-FINAL.pdf
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IMPENDING ENERGY CRISIS - HEAT-OR-EAT POVERTY WILL HIT CALGARY, TOO.   

 

The impending true emergency is that of the global energy crisis-coming to our backyard.  Natural 

gas is a global commodity, so Alberta’s electricity and home heating rates can be expected to 

skyrocket (as they have done in the past).  Unfortunately, where once Alberta had the buffer of 

price-stable, low-cost coal power, thanks to the climate activist “Phase-out Coal” campaign, Alberta 

now has limited coal power and we have to import and pay market rates for electrical power 

from Saskatchewan and Montana – which is – ironically - coal-fired power; and BC, which is hydro.  

As we warned in our many reports on this matter, there will be dire consequences for Albertans.32 
33 34 35 36 Albertans and Calgarians are paying a premium for the coal phase-out campaign, with 

 

32 https://friendsofscience.org/assets/documents/costly_misinformed_diagnosis.pdf  

33 https://friendsofscience.org/assets/documents/RenewableNotDoable.pdf  

34 https://friendsofscience.org/assets/documents/Power-full-benefits.pdf  

35 https://www.friendsofscience.org/assets/documents/FoS_BurningQuestions_Health_Coal_Wildfires_Jan2015.pdf  

36 https://friendsofscience.org/assets/documents/Dire-consequences-blackout.pdf  

China emits in one month what Canada emits in a year and a half. 
https://blog.friendsofscience.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Futile-Folly-aug-2020-

Reissued-FINAL.pdf  

https://friendsofscience.org/assets/documents/costly_misinformed_diagnosis.pdf
https://friendsofscience.org/assets/documents/RenewableNotDoable.pdf
https://friendsofscience.org/assets/documents/Power-full-benefits.pdf
https://www.friendsofscience.org/assets/documents/FoS_BurningQuestions_Health_Coal_Wildfires_Jan2015.pdf
https://friendsofscience.org/assets/documents/Dire-consequences-blackout.pdf
https://blog.friendsofscience.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Futile-Folly-aug-2020-Reissued-FINAL.pdf
https://blog.friendsofscience.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Futile-Folly-aug-2020-Reissued-FINAL.pdf
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compensation costs alone on the order of $22 billion and many more lost billions in the Balancing 

Pool debacle and related lawsuits.  For example, on compensation fees, Albertans are paying 

TransAlta $37 million per year for the 13 years for early coal phase-out.  The alleged benefit of coal 

phase-out was to be the saving of many lives from premature deaths and $3 billion in health 

savings.37  There is no evidence to support this claim. In fact, modern medicine relies entirely on 

affordable, reliable, high quality electrical power as the most important element, as nothing in 

modern medicine is possible without it. This cannot be had from unreliable, expensive, poor-quality 

wind and solar power. 

As we warned almost a decade ago about losing the more price-stable coal reserve power in 

Alberta, heat or eat poverty will hit many Albertans, especially now, combined with the 

global spike in natural gas prices, the destructive impact of carbon taxes, and on top of these, 

the further burden of the incoming Clean Fuel Standard. This will cause significant health and 

socio-economic issues, on top of the cascading health problems related to COVID-cancelled 

surgeries and treatments, mental health crises due to lockdown isolation and deaths from suicide 

or drug/alcohol overdose despair. 

 

SOLAR MINIMUM –  POSSIBLE DROP IN TEMPERATURES; EXTREME AND CHAOTIC 

WEATHER PATTERNS AHEAD  

 

As forecast by solar physicists like Habibulov Abdussamatov38 based on historic solar cycles and 

correlated to earth’s warming and cooling cycles, a new Little Ice Age began in 2015, which will 

continue to deepen in the coming decades, illustrated in the figure below.  The immediate cooling 

effects are not yet seen as the oceans retain tremendous amounts of heat which is being released 

while solar influence diminishes.  This will constitute a ‘climate emergency’ for Calgarians, 

particularly if the ruinous climate policies and carbon taxes remain in place. 

 

 

37 https://www.pembina.org/media-release/accelerated-coal-phase-out-would-save-albertan-lives  

38 https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-804588-6.00017-3  

https://www.pembina.org/media-release/accelerated-coal-phase-out-would-save-albertan-lives
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-804588-6.00017-3
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Due to nonstop climate dogma in the media, people have become accustomed to thinking only of 

global warming or ‘global heating’ as some media prefer to call it.  But climate can change naturally 

to warming or cooling, and human history shows that cooling cycles are the most destructive to 

human civilization. 

With reliable, energy dense fossil fuels, we have managed to build a beautiful city on the plains of 

Canada, where despite winter snowstorms and extreme temperatures below minus 40C/F at times, 

most people are warm and safe in their homes with natural gas heating and reliable electricity for 

lighting and power.  “Climate Emergency” policies like “Net Zero” put all Calgarians at risk of 

blackouts and critical shortages of necessary energy and supplies. 

 

IN CLOSING. 

 

Mayor Gondek and Council, we hope you will reject the misinformed activists’ call to jump on 

the “Climate Emergency” bandwagon.  The climate emergency is over.  We DO have time. 

Consider the fate of your citizens as they already face an energy crisis that will make the 

lives of many one of misery and poverty. 

Feel free to contact us for more information.  
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