


“Allan Inquiry”* in the News

The Alberta Inquiry became known as the “Allan Inquiry” after the name of 
Commissioner Steve Allan.



Critics Denounce Alberta Inquiry Before it is 
Publicly Released



“I think we all understand that climate change is 
here, it’s happening and it has to be addressed” –
Garossino

Ms. Garossino says she had 
received a leaked copy of the 
Alberta Inquiry (aka Allan 
Inquiry) report. She diverts 
from talking about the report 
and notes that her mother 
collapsed in the recent BC heat 
wave, that hundreds of people 
died, and that Lytton burnt to a 
crisp, and makes the conclusion 
that climate change must be 
addressed.

https://youtu.be/liZff2Ba73Y

https://youtu.be/liZff2Ba73Y


Sandy – People cause most 
preventable wildfires

Overall fires are down in 
Canada. Get FireSmart and 
be prepared for wildfire 
season. It happens EVERY 
year. 
https://firesmartbc.ca/

https://www.ciffc.ca/fir
e-information/current-
situation-report

https://firesmartbc.ca/
https://www.ciffc.ca/fire-information/current-situation-report


False Narrative of 
Environmental Groups

• a) there is a climate crisis; 

• b) it is caused by using oil, gas and 
coal; 

• c) wind and solar will fix it; 

• d) put a price on ‘carbon’ and bad 
weather and wildfires will stop.

• None of this is true, of course.

https://judithcurry.com/2014/01/16/senate-epw-hearing-on-the-presidents-climate-action-plan/

https://judithcurry.com/2014/01/16/senate-epw-hearing-on-the-presidents-climate-action-plan/


There is NO Climate Emergency – Affirmed by 
>900 Scientists and Scholars of CLINTEL

https://clintel.org/

Dr. Guus Berkhout, President

Prof. Fritz Vahrenholt, CLINTEL German Ambassador, scientist, peer-reviewed 
author, environmentalist, former German renewables industrialist, IPCC expert 
reviewer, German state official (Various environmental capacities)

Debunking 
ENGO 
Climate 
Myths

https://clintel.org/


Magical Thinking on Extreme Weather/Wildfires
Debunking 
ENGO 
Climate 
Myths



Wind and Solar Won’t “Fix Climate Change” –
They Cannot Support Basic Society

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/mrs-energy-and-
sustainability/article/lessons-from-technology-development-for-
energy-and-sustainability/2D40F35844FEFEC37FDC62499DDBD4DC

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2018/11/18/in-the-dark-
on-renewables-rebutting-deloitte-insights-and-climate-
reality/ Video: https://youtu.be/l7ZUiz-vQgA

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2021/06/1
4/what-you-really-need-to-know-about-
renewable-energy-that-the-pembina-
institute-wont-tell-you/

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2021
/04/25/the-true-cost-of-wind-and-
solar-electricity-in-alberta/

Debunking 
ENGO 
Climate 
Myths

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/mrs-energy-and-sustainability/article/lessons-from-technology-development-for-energy-and-sustainability/2D40F35844FEFEC37FDC62499DDBD4DC
https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2018/11/18/in-the-dark-on-renewables-rebutting-deloitte-insights-and-climate-reality/
https://youtu.be/l7ZUiz-vQgA
https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2021/06/14/what-you-really-need-to-know-about-renewable-energy-that-the-pembina-institute-wont-tell-you/
https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2021/04/25/the-true-cost-of-wind-and-solar-electricity-in-alberta/


Not to Mention – To Get Wind You Need Oil!

https://youtu.be/TVJZdJZ6PwQ
https://spectrum.ieee.org/energy/renewables/to-get-wind-power-you-need-oil

Debunking 
ENGO 
Climate 
Myths

https://youtu.be/TVJZdJZ6PwQ
https://spectrum.ieee.org/energy/renewables/to-get-wind-power-you-need-oil


Bad Weather and Wildfires Won’t Stop 
Because of a “Price on Carbon”

Extreme weather caused by humans? Medieval thinking –
“Weather Cooking” with the help of Satan. 
https://youtu.be/wcAy4sOcS5M

Extreme weather events have nothing to do with CO2 or 
human influence on climate. If anything, solar minimum 
drives cold snaps and erratic weather patterns. 
https://youtu.be/Gcv8Mfcnpc0

Debunking 
ENGO 
Climate 
Myths

https://youtu.be/wcAy4sOcS5M
https://youtu.be/Gcv8Mfcnpc0


ENGO Climate Myths Debunked- by the IPCC
Debunking 
ENGO 
Climate 
Myths



Climate is a Complex Chaotic System. 
CO2 is a nominal factor AND beneficial.

See presentation by Henri Masson
https://www.portoconference2018.org/

Social Cost (Benefit) of Carbon Dioxide from FUND with Corrected 
Temperatures, Energy and CO2 Fertilization
https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2021/05/28/social-cost-benefit-of-

carbon-dioxide-from-fund-with-corrected-temperatures-energy-and-co2-
fertilization/

From the Friends of Science archive.

Debunking 
ENGO 
Climate 
Myths

https://www.portoconference2018.org/
https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2021/05/28/social-cost-benefit-of-carbon-dioxide-from-fund-with-corrected-temperatures-energy-and-co2-fertilization/


Tar Sands Exposé



Environmental Defence Calls Alberta Inquiry 
“farcical attack” on Canadians’ rights

https://environmentaldefence.ca/2021/07/23/ab-inquiry-reply/

https://environmentaldefence.ca/2021/07/23/ab-inquiry-reply/


What of this ‘farcical attack’ on Canadians’ rights 
by the Tar Sands Campaign actors? 

•
"Declare a moratorium on expansion of tar sands development and halt further 
approval of infrastructure that would lock us into using dirty liquid fuels from 
sources such as tar sands, oil shale and liquid coal. Tar sands oil production is 
the fastest growing source of greenhouse gas pollution in Canada and is having 
a devastating impact on Boreal ecosystems, migratory birds, and air and water 
quality. Pollution from production of fuels from tar sands, oil shale and liquid coal 
undermines gains made through fuel efficiency and other mechanisms meant to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions”

• https://www.pembina.org/reports/us-can-ceo-declaration.pdf

• Most of the Canadian groups that made this pact are tax-subsidized registered 
federal charities. 

• Ask yourself – “How is this charitable activity?”

Did you have a chance to counter this 2009 joint declaration of 21 
US and 12 Canadian ENGOs to shut down our Alberta economy?

https://www.pembina.org/reports/us-can-ceo-declaration.pdf


Climate Activists have Undermined Freedom 
and Denied Real Science

Watch Donna 
Laframboise explain 
how Climate Activism 
is Undermining Free 
Speech, Free Thought 
& Freed Choice 
https://youtu.be/w8X
pE5FMEJc

Watch Dr. Roy Spencer 
present The Most 
Important Reasons Why 
there is No Climate 
Emergency 
https://youtu.be/d99X0Y
65qcE

https://youtu.be/w8XpE5FMEJc
https://youtu.be/d99X0Y65qcE


Tar Sands Campaign Destroyed Jobs+Economy

Oil Sands Developer Group forecast (2009) Source: OSRIN 



What of the farcical attack 
on Alberta’s oil sands – the 
Tar Sands Campaign?

• https://blog.friendsofscience.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/08/Protest-vs-
Green-Trade-War-rebutting-Enviro-
Defence-FINAL-Aug-17-2020.pdf

• We compiled this report in 
August of 2020, rebutting the 
Environmental Defence report 
entitled “Not Just a Canadian 
Phenomenon” 
• Let’s hear the Tar Sands 
Campaign ‘in their own words’ –
then you can decide what you 
think about it all.

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Protest-vs-Green-Trade-War-rebutting-Enviro-Defence-FINAL-Aug-17-2020.pdf
http://environmentaldefence.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/NotJustACanadianPhenomenonReportEDC.pdf


Tar Sands ENGO Participants claim they are ‘just’ protesting: It has 
been stated that the right to freedom of assembly, along with 
freedom of expression, does not include the right to physically 
impede or blockade lawful activities



According to this PowerPoint, these are some  
Tar Sands Campaign participants

https://www.scribd.com/document/82144578/Tar-Sands-Presentation-July-2008

https://www.scribd.com/document/82144578/Tar-Sands-Presentation-July-2008


Strathmere Group – ENGO Collaboration

http://www.boothroydco.com/clients-and-projects

Those on the opposing side of eco-charities and Greenpeace might 
wonder what is “The Strathmere Group” about and what are the 
initiatives they plan to develop? Trying to find specific information 
on the “group” is difficult beyond what the McConnell Foundation 
has under their grant message. They note the 11 member 
organizations “have over 358,000 members, 420 staff and annual 
budgets totaling over $50 million.”

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2021/01/28/avoiding-the-evidence-tar-sands-campaign-denialism-an-open-letter-response-to-
martin-olszynskis-submission-to-the-public-inquiry-into-anti-alberta-energy/

http://www.boothroydco.com/clients-and-projects
https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2021/01/28/avoiding-the-evidence-tar-sands-campaign-denialism-an-open-letter-response-to-martin-olszynskis-submission-to-the-public-inquiry-into-anti-alberta-energy/


ENGOs and Canadian Politics

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2019/05/07/environmental-charities-a-compilation-of-reports-on-their-finances-power-and-
implications-for-canada/

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2019/05/07/environmental-charities-a-compilation-of-reports-on-their-finances-power-and-implications-for-canada/


Please read our reports.

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2019/05/07/environmental-charities-a-compilation-of-reports-on-their-finances-power-and-
implications-for-canada/

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2019/05/07/environmental-charities-a-compilation-of-reports-on-their-finances-power-and-implications-for-canada/


The World Runs on Oil + Geopolitics of Oil

• The world is made up of ‘have’ and ‘have not’ countries 
with oil, natural gas, and coal.  In this regard, Canada is 
a trillionaire.  We have massive oil, gas and coal 
reserves and are the envy of the world in this regard.  
We disregard our riches at our own peril.

• Modern societies require vast amounts of oil, natural gas, 
and coal. Europe is a relatively ‘have not’ part of the 
world, that is also highly industrialized.  Other than 
French nuclear, Swedish nuclear, Dutch natural gas, and 
Norwegian hydro, Europe must import ~$600 billion in 
fossil fuels every year.  Europe is reliant on Russia and 
Middle Eastern countries for its fossil fuel energy. 



No Global Climate Activist Attacks on Russian 
Pipelines Like That Against the “Tar Sands”

• There seem to be very few blockades of Russian oil and 
gas supply pipelines to Europe, perhaps because the 
memory of war is still felt too deeply by Europeans.  

• Decades of pre and post-war cold, hunger, 
unemployment and want, massive inflation, all 
culminating in crippling wars or humiliating reconstruction 
are not appealing. 

• By contrast, since the Russian Bear (once an ally with the 
west against Hitler and the liberator of Berlin in WWII) 
is willing to sell its oil and gas to Europe so that life, 
jobs, and industry can go on, who would dare protest? 
Why?  

https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/07/26/biden-merkel-putin-nord-stream-2-gas-pipeline-germany-russia-
ukraine-geopolitics-central-eastern-europe/

https://www.joelscoins.com/exhibger2.htm
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/07/26/biden-merkel-putin-nord-stream-2-gas-pipeline-germany-russia-ukraine-geopolitics-central-eastern-europe/


Easy to #ShutDown Canada

• Curiously, the opposite is true in Canada, where 
even within our own domestic borders, 
pipelines have been blocked in all directions by 
foreign funded/foreign strategized domestic and 
foreign groups.  

• Look at the map. Even a 3-year-old can see 
where to put the blockades to shut down market 
access. 

• To #ShutDown Canada.

https://youtu.be/-iUUIjbM45U

https://youtu.be/-iUUIjbM45U


Tar Sands Campaign –
In Their Own Words

• “Casey-Lefkowitz joined NRDC in 2000 
as director of work in Canada, starting 
and leading the campaigns against tar 
sands development and the Keystone XL 
pipeline.”



CorpEthics

• “Michael advised the international Tar 
Sands Oil Campaign, which included 
over 100 groups working in the U.S., 
Europe and Canada. He now manages 
the Moving Beyond Oil Fund which 
supports groups working to protect the 
Clean Car Standards as well as 
coalitions of diverse groups in key states 
working together to accelerate the 
electrification of transportation.”



CBC’s Co-Production of “The Tipping Point…”

Screenshot of American Michael Marx from 

CBC’s 2011 co-production “The Tipping Point” 

showing off his “Rethink Alberta” smear 

campaign to Roland Hwang of Natural 

Resources Defense Council (NRDC). In the 

documentary, Marx was described as the 

‘bag man’ for money from green billionaires 

to fund the multi-faceted “Tar Sands 

Campaign”.



Rethink Alberta

Screenshot of 2010 9th Annual International Funders for Indigenous Peoples report: 
http://www.internationalfunders.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/IFIPConferenceReport2010.pdf

http://www.internationalfunders.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/IFIPConferenceReport2010.pdf


Indigenous people are sometimes a prime target of 
opportunistic trade warriors 

• Indigenous people are sometimes a prime 
target of opportunistic trade warriors because 
though they make up 6% of the world’s 
population, “they own, occupy, or use a quarter 
of the world’s surface area, they safeguard 80 
percent of the world’s remaining biodiversity.” 
By partnering with them and driving a wedge 
between their communities and the federal 
government, parties can bypass domestic 
sovereign legislation.  See “A Cloak of Green” 
– Elaine Dewar.

https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/indigenouspeoples


CorpEthics – Founder of two schools for 
training indigenous leaders

https://corpethics.org/about/

https://corpethics.org/about/


CBC “The Tipping Point” – Tar Sands 
Campaign Explained



Oak Foundation 
(Switzerland)



An Affidavit

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/andrew_frank_sworn_affidavit-1-1.pdf

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/andrew_frank_sworn_affidavit-1-1.pdf


Counterpunch

• https://www.counterpunch.org/2013/10/16/how-
tides-canada-controls-the-secret-north-american-
tar-sands-coalition/

•

https://www.counterpunch.org/2013/10/16/how-tides-canada-controls-the-secret-north-american-tar-sands-coalition/


Tar Sands Campaign Strategy

2008 strategy document http://www.offsettingresistance.ca/TarSandsCoalition-

StrategyPaper2008.pdf

http://www.offsettingresistance.ca/TarSandsCoalition-StrategyPaper2008.pdf


“Marketing 101” – define (or create) your 
competitive advantage. AKA “Perception is reality”. 

• Environmental Defence tries to claim in its report “Not Just a Canadian 
Phenomenon…” that citizen protests against fossil fuel projects are 
happening all over the world, therefore there is nothing special about the 
Tar Sands Campaign against the Alberta oil sands.  The foregoing 
screenshots, show, in the words of the strategists and participants of the 
Tar Sands Campaign, this appears to have been and still is a highly 
sophisticated, very well-funded, globally coordinated ‘green’ trade war 
against Alberta and Canada. One that has gone on for decades.

• But why?

• The common answer is that most people will give is the mantra the Tar 
Sands Campaign taught you – ‘it’s dirty oil’.  Alberta’s oil sands are a 
somewhat larger emitter of carbon dioxide, due to the fact that the oil 
must be separated from the sand in a process requiring more energy than 
that of simply pumping ‘sweet’ oil from a well in Saudi Arabia or 
elsewhere. But, in reality, it is just oil.

• If one develops the narrative that the world is ‘climate constrained’ and 
that ‘carbon’ emissions must be cut to meet Paris Agreement targets, then 
any other oil in the world has an immediate real and perceived investment 
advantage over the Alberta oil sands.



Only Alberta Oil…

• If oil, per se, were truly the issue of 
protests, you would think there 
would be similar complex “Tar 
Sands Campaign” strategic 
activities against oil production in 
all of the countries in the chart  –
but that is not happening.  People 
should ask themselves, “why?”



Of the top eleven oil producing countries in the world, only two are democracies – Canada and the 
United States of America. While for many years, the world was obsessed with the fear of ‘peak oil’ –
where oil would run out, prices would skyrocket and energy wars would break out – it is quite clear that 
there are centuries of reserves of oil and gas. So, there is a ‘cat fight’ for markets.

The Tar Sands Campaign was truly an ad agency style of campaign, a very unusual form of protest that 
citizens would normally never think of staging.



Lots to protest about oil in California, home 
of Stand.Earth (formerly ForestEthics)

One of the loudest and best-known critics of the Alberta oil sands is Canadian 
Tzeporah Berman.  She works for Stand.Earth (formerly ForestEthics) which 
operates out of California.  If they were genuinely concerned about the use of oil, 
there is lots to protest against in California.  For instance, according to the US 
Energy Information Authority (US EIA):

QUICK FACTS

 California was the seventh-largest producer of crude oil among the 50 
states in 2018, and, as of January 2019, it ranked third in oil refining 
capacity.

 California is the largest consumer of jet fuel among the 50 states and 
accounted for one-fifth of the nation’s jet fuel consumption in 2018.

 California's total energy consumption is second-highest in the nation, 
but, in 2018, the state's per capita energy consumption was the fourth-
lowest, due in part to its mild climate and its energy efficiency programs.



It is curious that with the Phillips 66 refinery that is loading and processing oil from despot nations just a 
couple of hours away from the San Francisco offices of Stand.Earth, Tzeporah Berman finds it necessary 
to come 2,774 km north to pester the Alberta oil sands at Fort McMurray.

https://www.phillips66.com/refining/san-francisco-refinery


Geopolitics of Oil

• Just based on the foregoing information, in terms of market 
share, one could assume that California would not like Texas to 
expand its lead as a refiner by having Keystone XL heavy oil 
arrive from Alberta. Likewise, one can see the political lines 
drawn in the sand in the US between Democratic California and 
Republican Texas – indeed a battle of the Titans.

• Likewise, one could speculate that if the Phillips 66 refinery 
customer base includes Saudi Arabia, that is a nation that has 
lost its traditional hold on the USA, now the US is oil 
independent.

• Geopolitical energy expert and EU energy consultant for 26 
years, Prof. Samuele Furfari notes that unlike the US, a country 
producing a myriad of value-added products and resources for 
the world, Saudi Arabia has only oil to sell!



CBC’s “Tipping Point…” co-
production

• According to a June 29, 2017 report, shares in Phillips 
66 Refinery are largely owned by Warren Buffet’s 
Berkshire Hathaway. Berkshire Hathaway is also an 
investor in CP Rail. Pipeline Blockadia means more oil is 
shipped by rail. This information describes market 
realities and does not imply intent or motive.

• But “The Tipping Point” co-production by Canada’s CBC 
Television’s “Nature of Things”, hosted by David Suzuki, 
holds some interesting insights on other factors that may 
be behind the Tar Sands Campaign.

• Warren Buffett's Berkshire Hathaway (NYSE:BRK. 
A)(NYSE:BRK.B) owns large chunks of several 
well-known companies, including Phillips 66. 
Overall, Berkshire Hathaway owns more than 80 
million shares, currently valued at more than $6 
billion, which is its seventh largest stock holding.  
https://www.fool.com/investing/2017/06/29/5-things-you-didnt-know-about-
phillips-66.aspx

• https://www.fool.ca/2018/11/17/revealed-3-great-warren-buffett-stocks-to-
add-to-your-portfolio-today/

• https://www.oilsandsmagazine.com/news/2018/10/19/crude-by-rail-on-pace-
to-shatter-records-in-2019

As we saw earlier in this report, Natural Resources Defence Council 
(NRDC) was involved in blocking Keystone XL as far back as at least 
2000.  As David Suzuki pointed out in “The Tipping Point”, NRDC is 
‘a force to be reckoned with’, in part because of their celebrity 
entourage.  They also have another ‘force to be reckoned with’ that 
they collaborate with.

https://www.fool.com/investing/2017/06/29/5-things-you-didnt-know-about-phillips-66.aspx
https://www.fool.ca/2018/11/17/revealed-3-great-warren-buffett-stocks-to-add-to-your-portfolio-today/
https://www.oilsandsmagazine.com/news/2018/10/19/crude-by-rail-on-pace-to-shatter-records-in-2019


Grassroots?



CBC - Promoting Biofuel Competitor

• In “The Tipping Point”, some of the parties express concern 
that if Keystone XL would be built, the volume of cheap and 
accessible oil flowing from Canada to the US might defeat 
California’s ‘clean, green’ initiatives that had been 
established. (California also has a cap and trade market).

• Likewise, one part of “The Tipping Point” is dedicated to 
what appears to be a subtle stock market promotion for the 
biofuel project of Silicon Valley billionaire, Vinod Khosla –
that of Amyris.  In the documentary, Khosla talks about the 
possibility of producing gasoline-equivalent biofuel in a lab 
and replacing the use of conventional refined gasoline in 
North America, a market potentially worth billions.



3 Cubic Miles of Oil Equivalent Energy/Year

The world uses 3 Cubic Miles of Oil-Equivalent 

energy every year, one of which IS a Cubic Mile 

of Oil.

“To obtain in one year the amount of energy 

contained in one cubic mile of oil, each year for 50 

years we would need to have produced the 

numbers of  dams, nuclear power plants, coal plants, 

windmills, or solar panels shown here.”

https://spectrum.ieee.org/energy/fossil-

fuels/joules-btus-quads-lets-call-the-whole-thing-

off

https://spectrum.ieee.org/images/jan07/images/ncmo01.gif
https://spectrum.ieee.org/energy/fossil-fuels/joules-btus-quads-lets-call-the-whole-thing-off


Amyris is out of biofuels a year later….

• A year after “The Tipping Point” aired, Amyris had pulled out of the biofuel business, all but bankrupt.

• “For now, the luck seems to be with the oil companies. Advanced-biofuels companies like Amyris, which has 
engineered yeast to make a hydrocarbon that’s a replacement for diesel, were supposed to have been 
producing hundreds of  millions of  gallons of  fuel by now. But that is proving far more difficult—and more 
costly—than they imagined. Some, such as Range Fuels, have run out of funding and filed for bankruptcy.

• Earlier this month, Amyris also said it would all but exit the fuel business and focus on making low-volume 
specialty chemicals like moisturizers. “We did well playing blackjack. We’d easily win well into the seven 
digits as a team,” says Renninger, who is chief technology officer of Amyris. “But fuels and chemicals are a 
multitrillion-dollar business.” The scale is different by “orders of  magnitude,” he says.”[bold added]

• https://www.technologyreview.com/2012/02/28/20237/tilting-at-oil-rigs/

http://www.technologyreview.com/blog/energy/27570/
https://www.technologyreview.com/2012/02/28/20237/tilting-at-oil-rigs/


Dirty vs Clean – The Ultimate Marketing Theme

• One thing that the Tar Sands Campaign did do very well, for the renewables industry, for carbon trading 
and for sustainable business ventures world-wide, was to frame the narrative and the perceived “climate” 
competitive advantage.

• Until the Tar Sands Campaign, most citizens never thought much about the gas in their car or where it came 
from.  Overall, they did not care. Citizens wanted cheap, available gasoline and diesel.

• But the method of surface mining of the oil sands was an easy image to exploit.  It looks dirty and 
destructive.  Throw in a drowning duck coated in tar sands oil and everyone in the world will want the 
‘clean-tech’ of ‘free’ wind and solar.

• This was also an excellent marketing ploy to get the attention of institutional investors, and a far more 
elaborate program was established.  One that would sell renewables worldwide and set the groundwork 
for global cap and trade and carbon pricing.



Democrats vs Republicans

• Canadians and their oil sands investors will be gutted to realize 
that, according to this report, the Alberta economy was crashed, 
thousands of lives and businesses were ruined, hundreds have 
committed suicide in despair …. While much of the 2009 –
forward Tar Sands Campaign was simply opportunistic 
electioneering for Obama – at least according to this report 
from “The Insider”

https://www.counterpunch.org/2012/04/24/inconvenient-truths-about-tar-sands-action/


Citizen’s Protest?

Citizen protests rarely have the financial means or media savvy to 
run full page ads in major newspapers.  Funny that one of the key 
people with ForestEthics was an ad agency guy. This is why it 
appears to be a green trade war against Canada, and it 
appears to be for the larger purpose of the cap and trade, 
carbon pricing and renewables promoters.



Design to Win

• In the Environmental Defence report “Not Just a Canadian Phenomenon…” there is a timeline on page 12 

that begins in the 1990’s, then jumps to 2013.  The timeline then proliferates with references to various 

global protests, divestment programs, indigenous actions, and marches against various forms of fossil fuel 

development – and Environmental Defence frames them as citizen protests.

• How curious that Environmental Defence left out the 1990-2013 period. That is where all the Tar Sands 

Campaign action began!

• TIDES Canada and TIDES Canada Initiatives were set up in Canada in the 1990’s. TIDES Canada recently 

changed their name to “MakeWay”, claiming their reputation had been damaged over Tar Sands 

Campaign accusations and that they are a completely separate organization from that in the US. 

https://makeway.org/blog/tides-canada-is-now-makeway/


MakeWay ….for What?

• Perhaps MakeWay is completely 
separate now, but until as late as 
2010, both TIDES US and TIDES 
Canada shared board leadership 
of Drummond Pike (TIDES US 
Founder) and Joel Solomon - key 
people in both operations. TIDES 
US is known for its ability to create 
spin off organizations and run 
donor advised funds (DAF) that 
provide donors a way to 
anonymously fund and target 
specific projects. 

http://leftexposed.org/2015/11/tides-foundation/


Design to Win – a Grand Global Plan

• In the US, in about 2005, ClimateWorks was formed by a collection of large 
philanthropies.  As Matthew Nisbet reports, their objective was to create global cap 
and trade, establish carbon pricing and to establish policies to support their vested 
interests in renewables and other ‘clean-tech’ (like electric vehicles).  To do this, they 
established a number of global organizations and a model whereby they would 
fund local environmental groups in various countries to agitate for policies that 
favoured their objectives, making it appears as if these were grassroots ‘citizen’ 
movements, just as Environmental Defence tries to claim.

• It is not clear if the Tar Sands Campaign was a direct subset of the ClimateWorks 
“Design to Win” plan, but many of the funders of the Tar Sands Campaign are 
associated with ClimateWorks and vice versa. https://blog.friendsofscience.org/wp-

content/uploads/2021/01/design_to_win_final_8_31_0
7.pdf

https://web.northeastern.edu/matthewnisbet/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Nisbet2018_ClimatePhilanthropy_WIREsClimateChange_Final.pdf
https://blog.friendsofscience.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/design_to_win_final_8_31_07.pdf


#EnronKnew – and funded ENGOS as proxies

• Cap and Trade as a climate policy reportedly has its roots in McKinsey, Jeff Skilling, and Enron. Enron had 
made a fortune on cap and trade in the early 1990’s and was a strong proponent of the Kyoto Accord.  
The famous Enron Palmisano Memo echoes the desire for many climate policies that are still being 
promoted today:

• The memo, entitled “Implications of the Climate Change Agreement in Kyoto & What Transpired,” summarized 
the achievements that Enron had accomplished. “I do not think it is possible to overestimate the importance of 
this year in shaping every aspect of this agreement,” he wrote, citing three issues of specific importance to 
Enron which would become, as those following the climate-change debate in detail now know, the biggest 
money plays: 

• the rules governing emissions trading, 

• the rules governing transfers of  emission reduction rights between countries,

• and the rules governing a gargantuan clean energy fund. (bold added)

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/business/analysis-and-features/mckinsey-how-does-it-always-get-away-with-it-9113484.html
https://ep.probeinternational.org/2009/05/30/enrons-other-secret/


“Lack of delivery of an invisible substance to 
no one….”

• Very simply put - the means of capitalizing was to establish a price on carbon, which then gives value to the tradeable Renewable 
Energy Certificates (REC)s (that are generated by wind and solar), and then this ‘price on carbon’ also creates a ‘cost’ to large 
emitting industries.  This burden of cost then forces them into buying ‘credits’ - aka carbon trading – especially high emitting
industries as they have few other options (with current technology and energy sources) to reduce their emissions.  But how to create 
enough wind and solar farms to “make enough REC ‘money’”?  The answer? Create a large international fund where developing 
nations can apply for funding…. which in turn will finance the renewables they buy from developed nations…and in turn those 
will generate more tradeable RECs. Bribe developing nations with the promise of payment from this $100 billion/year Green 
Climate Fund…and threaten developed nations with cuts and consequences. “Who Cuts? Who Pays?” explains this. Though 
presented as if a ‘treaty’ Robert Lyman explains that the Paris Agreement is voluntary and aspirational and Donna Laframboise 
explains that Greenpeace and WWF have been deeply involved in writing IPCC reports. 

• JoAnn Nova offers “The Other Side of Climate”.

• Interpol offers this “Guide to Carbon Trading Crime”.

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2017/09/08/the-green-climate-fund-keeping-score/
https://www.friendsofscience.org/assets/documents/Lyman_Who_Cuts_Who_Pays.pdf
https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2017/06/09/the-cop21-agreement-just-the-facts-please/
https://friendsofscience.org/index.php?id=603
https://youtu.be/L4-CMSu4yoE
http://www.climatechange101.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Guide-to-Carbon-Trading-Crime.pdf


Grant from the Swiss-based Oak Foundation to:

Environmental Defence Canada

• USD $426'857

• Date: 2010

• 36 months (1 Aug 2010-30 Jul 2013)

• To call for the passage of legislation mandating a reduction of  tar sands emissions and introducing additional 
regulatory requirements for the industry.

• The project aims to secure agreement to implement and fund incentives for investment in renewable energies 
and energy efficiency. EDC seeks to ensure that Canada’s cap and trade system is as strong as possible and to 
close off loopholes for the tar sands industry (such as intensity targets and weak compliance options). It also 
seeks a federal permit system for tailings ponds and at least USD 5 billion in new incentives for renewable 
energies and energy efficiency from federal and state governments in 2010.

• Source: Oak Foundation online grant database [bold emphasis added]



Tar Sands Campaign Theory of Change

Source: Tar Sands Campaign Strategy http://www.offsettingresistance.ca/TarSandsCoalition-
StrategyPaper2008.pdf

http://www.offsettingresistance.ca/TarSandsCoalition-StrategyPaper2008.pdf


Citizen Protest?

• It seems that Environmental Defence may want the public to think that the Tar 
Sands Campaign is nothing special because, as shown above, they reportedly 
have been funded to enact part of it.  As with much of the climate change 
movement, street theatre and gut-wrenching exaggeration have been key to 
the success of the messaging of Tar Sands Campaign functionaries.

• Citizen protests entail a handful of people with homemade signs typically 
rallying for a short time on a local issue. The dramatic graphics and clever twist 
of facts are evidence of advanced advertising methods behind the Tar Sands 
Campaign functionaries, something citizen protests lack.  In fact, regarding the 
false claims made by Environmental Defence in that meme, 95% of the process 
water used in oil sands surface mining is recycled from the tailings ponds 
precisely because the Alberta government does not allow process water from 
oil sands operations to be released into the Athabasca River.  Even though, the 
natural ‘tar sands’ flow through the river and the river flows through the tar 
sands.



Charles Mair Eye-witness Report 
1899
• In 1899, Charles Mair wrote this in his Treaty Diary:

• We were now traversing perhaps the most interesting region in all the North. In the 
neighbourhood of McMurray there are several tar-wells, so called, and there, if a hole 
is scraped in the bank, it slowly fills in with tar mingled with sand. This is separated by 
boiling, and is used, in its native state, for gumming canoes and boats. Farther up are 
immense towering banks, the tar oozing at every pore, and underlaid by great 
overlapping dykes of disintegrated limestone, alternating with lofty clay exposures, 
crowned with poplar, spruce and pine. On the 15th we were still following the right 
bank, and, anon, past giant clay escarpments along it, everywhere streaked with 
oozing tar, and smelling like an old ship.

• These tar cliffs are here hundreds of feet high, of a bold and impressive grandeur, and 
crowned with firs which seem dwarfed to the passer-by. The impregnated clay appears 
to be constantly falling off the almost sheer face of the slate-brown cliffs, in great 
sheets, which plunge into the river's edge in broken masses. The opposite river bank is 
much more depressed, and is clothed with dense forest.

• The tar, whatever it may be otherwise, is a fuel, and burned in our camp-fires like coal. 
That this region is stored with a substance of great economic value is beyond all doubt, 
and, when the hour of development comes, it will, I believe, prove to be one of the 
wonders of Northern Canada. 

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/12569/12569-h/12569-h.htm#chap09


Hot Topic? Heated Rooms and Hot Podiums

https://theconversation.com/30-years-ago-global-warming-became-front-page-news-and-both-
republicans-and-democrats-took-it-seriously-97658

Then President Obama 2013 on a hot podium at Georgetown.

https://youtu.be/KY-gZXq_0nM Text:

https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-
office/2013/06/25/remarks-president-climate-change

https://theconversation.com/30-years-ago-global-warming-became-front-page-news-and-both-republicans-and-democrats-took-it-seriously-97658
https://youtu.be/KY-gZXq_0nM
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2013/06/25/remarks-president-climate-change


PBS Frontline – Senator Timothy Wirth

Senator Time Wirth explains to PBS “Frontline” how they disabled the air conditioner for James Hansen’s 
testimony https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/hotpolitics/interviews/wirth.html

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/hotpolitics/interviews/wirth.html


The Myth that Wind and 
Solar Reduce CO2 or Fossil 
Fuel Use

Vast quantities of oil, natural gas, and 
coal are required in the making, 
installation and maintenance of wind and 
solar farms – and far from providing 
‘free’ energy as claimed (there being no 
direct fuel cost from the sun or wind), 
renewables are very expensive to 
integrate to the existing power grid –
costing 3 to 9 times the cost of 
conventional power

https://spectrum.ieee.org/energy/renewables/to-get-wind-power-you-need-oil
https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2020/01/17/solar-and-wind-power-cost-about-9-times-that-of-electricity-from-other-sources/


Climate Legacy of GEA – Pushed by Tar Sands 
Campaign ENGOs

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/The-Ontario-Electricity-Legacy-
FINAL.pdf

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/The-Ontario-Electricity-Legacy-FINAL.pdf


Greenpeace – Only Alberta Oil Bothers Them

In the foregoing grant description in 2009 – Greenpeace received USD $436,475 from the Oak 
Foundation of Switzerland to put this plan into effect. 



Foreign Funding to Greenpeace Manipulate Public + 
Parliamentary Opinion + Drive Off Investors

.  In 2010, Oak provided Greenpeace a further $424,373 for the following.



No Protests in Amsterdam by Greenpeace HQ

Just 59 kilometers (37 miles) 
from Greenpeace offices in 
Amsterdam, massive refinery 
operations have been set up 
at Rotterdam, right on the 
seaside, but Greenpeace 
seems noticeably quiet about 
that.



Greenpeace – No Protests on Seaside 
Refineries?

Just 59 kilometers (37 miles) from 
Greenpeace offices in Amsterdam, 
massive refinery operations have been 
set up at Rotterdam, right on the 
seaside, but Greenpeace seems 
noticeably quiet about that.



West Coast Environmental Law – Bill C48 
Tanker Ban

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Manufacturing-A-Climate-Crisis-2A-FINAL.pdf

A rather small 2010 
grant of USD 
$97,131 from the 
Oak Foundation to 
West Coast 
Environment Law, 
achieved its 
objective of the 
cancellation of the 
Northern Gateway 
pipeline.

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Manufacturing-A-Climate-Crisis-2A-FINAL.pdf


Demanding a “Green” Budget

Contrary to the claims of Environmental Defence, these are not ‘citizen’ protests or policy demands.  These groups are highly coordinated. 
Here these ENGOs are making green budget demands of for the federal budget.  Citizen campaigns do not do that. 

How did this powerhouse develop in Canada?

https://greenbudget.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2020/06/Green-Budget-Coalition%E2%80%99s-Preliminary-Recommendations-
for-Recovery-Budget-Actions-in-2020-21-2020-June-28.pdf

https://greenbudget.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2020/06/Green-Budget-Coalition%E2%80%99s-Preliminary-Recommendations-for-Recovery-Budget-Actions-in-2020-21-2020-June-28.pdf


Not a Citizen’s Protest

• In 2010, TIDES Canada Foundation was granted $50,000 by Oak Foundation for the purpose of 
creating a $30 million domestic Canadian fund to “ develop a five-year strategic plan to begin to 
convince Canada to accept the long-term goal of dramatically lowering the countries GHG 
emissions…lessening the country’s dependence on fossil fuels…”  The objective was to develop a plan 
to establish a $30 million fund similar to the Energy Foundation (a forerunner of ClimateWorks with a 
similar mission and pooled resources from various philanthropists and wealthy donors).   This is to 
fund a large campaign and numerous ENGOs to change Canada’s climate and energy policies to suit 
the vested interests of outside parties. This is not about a citizens’ protest, as Environmental Defence 
claims



Your Tax Dollars Putting 
You Out of Work
Cleverly, most of these groups were set up as federally registered 
charities.  This meant that while foreign funding supported that 
initial set-up and groundwork, going forward, these charities could 
be funded by the very taxpaying public they were putting out of 
work. Environmental Defence is a case in point.  In Table 2 on the 
right, we see the foreign funding. Below, we see that by 2018, 
almost 30% of their revenues were from federal, provincial, and 
municipal governments. That is in addition to them already being 
a tax-subsidized charity.

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Big-Green-Money-NO-vs-PRO-FINAL-RevB-FEB-12-2019-2.pdf


Stop Spreading or Believing Dirty Lies about 
the Alberta Oil Sands

According to HIS Markit, the average emissions intensity of oil sands extraction 
has fallen 21 per cent since 2009. Oil sands life-cycle emissions are nearing North 
American average values. Further, by 2030, new technologies and efficiencies 
deployed in the oil sands could result in a reduction of up to 27 per cent in the 
GHG intensity of steam-assisted gravity drainage operations and up to 20 per 
cent for oil sands mining operations.

To place this in national and global contexts, in 2018 the oil sands contributed 
about 11.5% of Canada’s GHG emissions and about 0.1% of global emissions. The 
oil sands annual emissions of about 84 million tonnes of carbon dioxide 
equivalent in 2018 are less than half of China’s annual increase in emissions of 
192 million tonnes over the period 2009 to 2019.

Or put more simply, in 2018 the total GHG emissions from the oil sands were 84 
million tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent. That is one ninth of Canada’s 
emissions. Every year, China’s emissions grow more than twice that amount.

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2021/02/12/dirty-lies-about-oil-sands-crude-clearing-the-air-on-carbon-
intensity/

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2021/02/12/dirty-lies-about-oil-sands-crude-clearing-the-air-on-carbon-intensity/


Unseen Power

• While the UNPRI directs its signatory institutional investors to invest 
in wind and solar and all other forms of ‘renewable’ or ‘clean-tech’, 
there are dozens of independent private funds. Private funds 
cannot be signatory to the UNPRI.  So, they can have a field day 
buying up divested energy shares.  Being ‘green’ to all 
appearances is a handy shield for other commercial activities
undertaken by various at-arms-length private funds.

• Likewise, today’s hedge funds and mutual funds, as noted by Adam 
Harmes in his book “Unseen Power”, are large enough and powerful 
enough that they can destroy national economies if they so choose. 

https://www.powerlineblog.com/archives/2014/04/the-epic-hypocrisy-of-tom-steyer.php
https://www.amazon.ca/Unseen-power-threaten-political-economic/dp/0773732837
https://priceonomics.com/the-trade-of-the-century-when-george-soros-broke/


Trade War

• Based on the foregoing, it is clear that the pre-COVID 
#ShutDownCanada blockades were far removed from 
ordinary citizen protests.  The country came to a standstill. 
That is not a citizen’s protest. That is a trade war.

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2018/02/21/unfriend-engos-befriend-facts/


Diverse Parties have Taken Over the Tar Sands 
Campaign to Exploit Naïve Canadians 

• Unfortunately, many different forces have opportunistically taken over the Tar Sands Campaign and its 

actors and have further exploited Canada’s energy illiteracy, geopolitical naivety, and unwillingness to 

defend itself.   Citizens continue to confuse these attacks as if ‘protests’ – as presented by Environmental 

Defence.  We have shown evidence from statement of participants that this is a trade war against Canada, 

by diverse parties for often unexpected reasons. It is ‘all dressed up in green’ and sheltered from criticism 

by hiding under the umbrella of ‘climate change’, planet-saving and being #ForTheChildren.

• It should be reiterated that this rebuttal is not an attempt to limit the freedom of speech of anyone, 

whether environmental groups or citizens. Readers should know that Friends of Science Society stands FOR 

open, civil debate, freedom of speech, the right of free assembly and the right to legally protest.



Tar Sands Campaign ENGOs are NOT Saving 
the Planet or Stopping Climate Change 

https://issues.org/climate-change-scenarios-lost-touch-reality-pielke-ritchie/

RCP 8.5 is implausible, 
but is cited as ‘business 
as usual. It is not.

https://issues.org/climate-change-scenarios-lost-touch-reality-pielke-ritchie/


Climate “crisis” is all a False Alarm



The 2 degree C Target is a Delusion



NetZero by 2050 is Magical Thinking

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2021/06/09/magic
al-thinking-why-net-zero-is-neither-possible-nor-
desirable/

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2021/06/09/magical-thinking-why-net-zero-is-neither-possible-nor-desirable/


IPCC SREX -Extreme Weather not driven by 
CO2 or AGW – IPCC SR1.5 We DO Have Time



Climate Policy = Futile Folly

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Futile-Folly-aug-
2020-Reissued-FINAL.pdf China emits in one month (819 Mt/month) about what 
Canada emits in one and a half years. 

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Futile-Folly-aug-2020-Reissued-FINAL.pdf


When Giants Arise

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2021/03/01/when-giants-arise-the-real-world-of-
ghg-emissions-and-growth/

https://blog.friendsofscience.org/2021/03/01/when-giants-arise-the-real-world-of-ghg-emissions-and-growth/


About

• Friends of Science Society is an independent group of earth, atmospheric and solar scientists, 
engineers, and citizens that is celebrating its 19th year of offering climate science insights. 
After a thorough review of a broad spectrum of literature on climate change, Friends of 
Science Society has concluded that the sun is the main driver of climate change, not carbon 
dioxide (CO2).

• Friends of Science Society
P.O. Box 23167, Mission P.O.
Calgary, Alberta
Canada T2S 3B1
Toll-free Telephone: 1-888-789-9597
Web: friendsofscience.org
E-mail: contact(at)friendsofscience(dot)org
Web: climatechange101.ca

https://friend
sofscience.org
/index.php?id
=160

https://friendsofscience.org/index.php?id=160
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