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ABOUT THIS 
TALK

 As most of you know, I work with Friends of 
Science Society, but today's presentation 
represents my personal views, even though some 
of the scientific material may be drawn from 
Friends of Science Society's files, or from 
knowledge I have gained through working with 
them.



MANDATE OF THE 
MINISTER OF CLIMATE 
CHANGE AND 
ENVIRONMENT 
(2021/01/15)
 To be ready for what lies ahead, our 

Government must continue to be agile 
and use the best available science and 
evidence. Canadians are counting on 
us to ensure that today’s policies, 
programs and services are calibrated 
and targeted to match their needs. 
Therefore, I expect you to uphold our 
ongoing commitment to delivering real 
results and effective government for 
the people we are elected to serve.

 We remain committed to evidence-
based decision-making that takes into 
consideration the impacts of policies 
on all Canadians and fully defends 
the Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms. (bold and underline 
added) https://pm.gc.ca/en/mandate-letters/2021/01/15/minister-environment-and-climate-change-supplementary-mandate-letter

https://pm.gc.ca/en/mandate-letters/2021/01/15/minister-environment-and-climate-change-supplementary-mandate-letter


MANDATE OF THE MINISTER 
OF CLIMATE CHANGE AND 
ENVIRONMENT 
(2019/12/13)

 I also expect us to continue to raise 
the bar on openness, effectiveness 
and transparency in government. 
This means a government that is 
open by default. It means better 
digital capacity and services for 
Canadians. It means a strong and 
resilient public service. It also 
means humility and continuing to 
acknowledge mistakes when we 
make them. Canadians do not 
expect us to be perfect; they 
expect us to be diligent, honest, 
open and sincere in our efforts to 
serve the public interest.

https://pm.gc.ca/en/mandate-letters/2019/12/13/minister-environment-and-climate-change-
mandate-letter

https://pm.gc.ca/en/mandate-letters/2019/12/13/minister-environment-and-climate-change-mandate-letter


WHAT IF A 
GOVERNMENT’S 
SCIENCE IS OUT-
OF-DATE OR 
SKEWED?

 What if the economic assumptions of carbon 
taxes are off?

 What happens when science relies on a singular 
theory with no public debate or cost-benefit 
analysis of proposed objectives?



WHAT IF COUNTRIES 
EVEN MANAGED TO MEET 
THEIR PARIS AGREEMENT 
TARGETS?

 If all countries met their targets by 
2030, the resulting reduction in 
warming by 2100 would be 0.05º C. 

 If they continued, by 2100 there 
would be 0.17º C reduction in 
warming. Immeasurable.

 The costs would be $1-2 
Trillion/year.

 Why do governments pursue such 
obviously ineffective and expensive 
goals?

 The ‘climate world’ reference point 
is the RCP 8.5 scenario – even 
though it is least likely, It is based 
on hopelessly outdated science. We 
are not on that catastrophic 
pathway.

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0040162520304157

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0040162520304157


HISTORICAL 
EXAMPLE OF 
SCIENCE GONE 
WRONG 

https://slate.com/technology/2013/11/polywater-history-and-science-mistakes-the-u-s-and-
ussr-raced-to-create-a-new-form-of-water.html

The substance, eventually named 
polywater, seized the imagination of the 
public (“New Water Doesn’t Freeze,” 
headlines proclaimed). Engineers 
speculated about its potential as an anti-
freeze or anti-corrosive agent, while some 
scientists worried about the disastrous 
possibility that it could escape the lab and 
seed more polywater on its own.

https://slate.com/technology/2013/11/polywater-history-and-science-mistakes-the-u-s-and-ussr-raced-to-create-a-new-form-of-water.html


HISTORICAL 
EXAMPLE IN 
MEDICAL 
RESEARCH

https://slate.com/technology/2013/11/polywater-history-and-science-mistakes-the-u-s-and-
ussr-raced-to-create-a-new-form-of-water.html

A 2015 literature review found almost 900 
peer-reviewed studies published on breast 
cancer using a cell line derived from a breast 
cancer patient in Texas in 1976. But in 2007 it 
was confirmed that the cell line …was instead 
a skin cancer line. Whoops… A cursory search 
of Google Scholar indicates that studies 
continue to be published in 2020 mistakenly 
using the skin cell line in breast cancer 
research.

https://slate.com/technology/2013/11/polywater-history-and-science-mistakes-the-u-s-and-ussr-raced-to-create-a-new-form-of-water.html
https://www.nature.com/articles/npjbcancer20152
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs10549-006-9392-8
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?start=0&q=mda-mb-435+breast+cancer+cells&hl=en&as_sdt=0,6&as_ylo=2015&as_yhi=2020


RCP 8.5 – THE 
LEAST LIKELY 
SCENARIO HAS 
PROLIFERATED 
IN CLIMATE 
SCIENCE 
PAPERS

https://www.forbes.com/sites/rogerpielke/2020/01/02/how-billionaires-tom-
steyer-and-michael-bloomberg-corrupted-climate-science/#7575a0f3702c

https://www.forbes.com/sites/rogerpielke/2020/01/02/how-billionaires-tom-steyer-and-michael-bloomberg-corrupted-climate-science/#7575a0f3702c


CLIMATE SCIENCE 
PAPERS- RCP 8.5 IS 
NOT ‘BUSINESS AS 
USUAL’
 Pielke, Jr. - our literature 

review found almost 17,000 
peer-reviewed articles that use 
the now-outdated highest 
emissions scenario. That 
particular scenario is also by far 
the most commonly cited in 
recent climate assessments of 
the IPCC and the U.S. National 
Climate Assessment. And every 
day new studies are published 
using outdated scenarios.

Representative Concentration Pathways (RCP) are supposed to be 
“a plausible, comprehensive, integrated and consistent description of how 
the future might unfold while refraining from a concrete statement on 
probability” 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3581777
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3581777


PEAK CARBON 
EMISSIONS WERE 
REACHED IN 2019L 
PAPERS
 We find that the most commonly-used 

scenarios in climate research have already 
diverged significantly from the real world, 
and that divergence is going to only get 
larger in coming decades. You can see this 
visualized in the graph below, which shows 
carbon dioxide emissions from fossil fuels 
from 2005, when many scenarios begin, to 
2045. The graph shows emissions 
trajectories projected by the most 
commonly used climate scenarios (called 
SSP5-8.5 and RCP8.5, with labels on the 
right vertical axis), along with other 
scenario trajectories. Actual emissions to 
date (dark purple curve) and those of near-
term energy outlooks (labeled as EIA, BP 
and ExxonMobil) all can be found at the 
very low end of the scenario range, and far 
below the most commonly used scenarios.

Peak carbon dioxide emissions likely reached in 2019:  “in short, an 
important reason for the lower-than-projected carbon dioxide emissions is 
that economic growth has been slower than expected across the scenarios, 
and rather than seeing coal use expand dramatically around the world, it has 
actually declined in many regions. It is even conceivable, if not likely, that in 
2019 the world has passed “peak carbon dioxide emissions.”” 

Most likely.

Least likely, most published.

https://www.colorado.edu/today/2020/11/30/worst-case-emissions-projections-are-already-track
https://thebreakthrough.org/issues/energy/peak-co2-emissions-2019


RCP SCENARIOS 
MUST NOT BE USED 
AS COMPARISONS AS 
THE ASSUMPTIONS 
ARE ALL DIFFERENT  

 Pielke, Jr. and Ritchie 
explain that the inputs to each 
RCP are quite different, so it is 
scientifically misleading and 
methodological wrong to
compare one to another…..

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S2214629620304655

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S2214629620304655


RCP SCENARIOS MUST NOT 
BE USED AS COMPARISONS 
AS THE ASSUMPTIONS ARE 
ALL DIFFERENT  

 In most major government 
publications, you will find the 
RCP scenarios being 
compared to one another, 
typically promoting the RCP 
2.6 as a ‘lower emissions 
pathway’ – as if a choice. 
Bright colors make for 
emotional responses. No 
wonder people are afraid of a 
‘climate emergency’. 

https://changingclimate.ca/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2020/06/CCCR_FULLREPORT-EN-FINAL.pdf pg 137

https://changingclimate.ca/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2020/06/CCCR_FULLREPORT-EN-FINAL.pdf


HIGH PROFILE 
CLIMATE SCIENTISTS 
LIKE DR. KATHARINE 
HAYHOE 
INCORRECTLY 
COMPARE THESE 
SCENARIOS

https://youtu.be/HjVyvKNlI2Q Dr. Hayhoe’s University of Calgary presentation in 2017 – excerpt at 
about 3 minutes

• Dr. Hayhoe and 
colleague Anne Stoner 
are authors of 
“Alberta’s Climate 
Future” report, which 
recycles the RCP 
comparisons from the 
Environment Canada 
report.

https://youtu.be/HjVyvKNlI2Q


FROM THE AUTHORS OF THE RCP STUDY – VAN VUUREN ET AL 2011



DEEPLY CONCERNING THAT SOME PARTIES 
MIGHT MISINTERPRET THE POPULATION 
SCENARIOS AS SUGGESTING THAT 
DEPOPULATION IS NECESSARY OR 
DESIRABLE TO MEET A ‘CLIMATE TARGET’

 The RCP 8.5 differs from the 
other RCP scenarios in that there 
are 3 billion fewer people factored 
into the lower emissions 
scenarios.

 It is deeply concerning that 
powerful figures like the DAVOS 
WEF group, Bill Gates, Boris 
Johnson’s father, Club of Rome, 
and Potsdam Institute for Climate 
Impact Research (PIKS) promote 
limits on population, possibly 
from mistaken interpretation of 
these scenarios or Malthusian 
thinking. https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10584-011-0148-z

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10584-011-0148-z


BLOOMBERG GREEN 
SAYS “THE WORLD IS 
MOVING TOWARD 
NET ZERO BECAUSE 
OF A SINGLE 
SENTENCE “
• Is that how ‘science’ is 

done? T
• All based on least likely 

scenarios?
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-02-08/the-world-is-moving-
toward-net-zero-because-of-a-single-sentence?utm_campaign=socialflow-
organic&utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_content=climate&cmpid=so
cialflow-twitter-climate  



THE IPCC SR1.5 REPORT IS ALSO 
FULL OF “AFOLU” AGRICULTURE, 
FORESTRY AND OTHER LAND USE

 This desperate effort to remove 
carbon dioxide from the atmosphere 
(unnecessary and damaging as 
carbon dioxide is fertilizing plant 
growth worldwide) likely stems from 
the misuse of the RCP 8.5 scenario. 
Thus, the hope that planting trees, or 
“BECCS” –Bioenergy Carbon Capture 
Storage will save the planet.  BECCS 
entails planting switch grass, 
harvesting it, burning it and capturing 
the CO2. Why not use fossil fuels and 
stop wasting agricultural land? 
Biofuels are a crime against humanity.

 Likewise, the push for lab meat or 
eating bug protein over normal meat 
and milk products from livestock and 
dairy cows are unnecessary and 
unlikely to ever scale up to meet 
human demand for food. 

https://youtu.be/RGlnxkLoqts There is not enough room to plant 2 billion trees in Canaada, 
unless you want to destroy land where we farm food. about 3 minutes

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/poverty-matters/2013/nov/26/burning-food-crops-biofuels-crime-humanity
https://youtu.be/RGlnxkLoqts


THE RESULT IS THAT MILLIONS OF CHILDREN ARE TERRIFIED, PUBLIC 
POLICIES ARE TURNED UPSIDE DOWN, AND GREEN CRONIES CAPITALIZE



POOR PUBLIC POLICY HAS DEADLY CONSEQUENCES



WHEN FAULTY SCIENCE BECOMES STATE POLICY, WITH NO 
OPPORTUNITY FOR OPEN, CIVIL DEBATE, MILLIONS SUFFER AND DIE



LYSENKOISM – STATE 
SPONSORED PSEUDO-
SCIENCE

 As Sam Kean speculates “Although it’s 
impossible to say for sure, Trofim
Lysenko probably killed more human 
beings than any individual scientist in 
history. Other dubious scientific 
achievements have cut thousands upon 
thousands of lives short: dynamite, 
poison gas, atomic bombs. But Lysenko, 
a Soviet biologist, condemned perhaps 
millions of people to starvation through 
bogus agricultural research—and did so 
without hesitation. Only guns and 
gunpowder, the collective product of 
many researchers over several centuries, 
can match such carnage.”

https://www.europeanscientist.com/en/editors-corner/lysenko-affair-comeback-fake-news-led-
millions-deaths/

https://www.europeanscientist.com/en/editors-corner/lysenko-affair-comeback-fake-news-led-millions-deaths/


If carbon taxes never 
worked in Norway or 
Ethiopia, if the fuel tax 
you pay of more than 
$192/t carbon tax 
equivalent hasn’t 
stopped you 
driving…how is this 
effective policy?



IF THE CARBON TAX 
MEANS CANADA’S 
FARMERS CANNOT 
AFFORD TO PAY FOR 
FUEL, PLANTING, 
HARVEST, GRAIN 
DRYING…OR 
CATTLE/DAIRY 
FARMING…WHO 
WILL FEED YOU?



WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM THIS STORY? 
THE RECIPE FOR LYSENKOISM IS SIMPLE 
ENOUGH: IT REQUIRES POLITICAL 
AUTHORITIES TO INTERFERE IN SCIENCE BY 
SUPPORTING THE DUBIOUS SCIENTIFIC 
IDEAS OF AN INDIVIDUAL OR A GROUP OF 
INDIVIDUALS AND TO CONTINUE TO DO SO 
WITHOUT CORRECTING THE SITUATION, 
EVEN IN THE FACE OF RADICAL 
CONTRADICTION WITH REALITY (MILLIONS 
OF DEATHS). THE THEORY CONTINUES TO 
IMPOSE ITS DIKTAT AND TO ACHIEVE ITS 
ENDS RESORTS TO ELIMINATING ANY 
DISSENTING VOICE. THE WHIMS OF 
POLITICS STEAMROLLER ANY OBJECTIVITY 
AND MAKE USE OF A PSEUDO-SCIENTIFIC 
DISCOURSE IN ORDER TO FURTHER THEIR 
OWN ENDS. THEY SUPERIMPOSE THEIR 
DISCOURSE ONTO REALITY TO DICTATE HOW 
THE WORLD SHOULD BE DESCRIBED.



SINCE WE REACHED 
PEAK CARBON 
EMISSIONS IN 2019 
EXTREME CLIMATE 
POLICIES ARE 
UNNECESSARY, 
BURDENSOME 
CARBON TAXES ARE 
INEFFECTIVE, AND 
THERE IS NO CLIMATE 
EMERGENCY PAPERS

Peak carbon dioxide emissions likely reached in 2019

Most likely.

Least likely, most published.

Since the Environment Minister’s mandate is to use the best available science and to consider the impacts of 
policy on Canadians, it is time for a thorough review of present climate policy and a rejection of those policies 
that will damage the economy and especially policies that hurt food production and rhetoric that harms the 
mental health of children.



As public discussion is 
frequently blocked by name-
calling of ‘climate denier’ it is 
ever more important that we 
respect and demand open, civil 
debate, and full cost-benefit 
analysis of proposed climate 
policies.  Recommended viewing.

Though I do not represent 
Friends of Science in this talk 
today, I think these two 
presentations are crucial. We 
must understand how climate 
activism is undermining our 
freedoms, and we must climb 
down from the climate 
emergency rhetoric by 
understanding the reasons why 
there is no emergency.

http://talksatfos.com/ Sponsored Content

http://talksatfos.com/
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