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Climate Change is Measured in 30, 50, 100 and 1,000 year cycles 
Climate change policy devastation is measured in decades. 

 
In 1994, Calgary joined the Partners for Climate Protection group, part of the Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities, making a pledge for steep reductions in greenhouse gas emissions. 1  
In 2004 City Council approved the Brundtland definition of sustainability: “Sustainable development is 
development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs.” 2 
 
In 2009 Calgary joined the World Energy Cities Partnership3 and signed the Calgary Climate Change 
Accord.4  By 2012 – many crucial elements of Calgary’s future were being driven by efforts to ‘stop 
dangerous climate change’ – even though the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
reported the following year, there had been a hiatus in global mean surface warming for the preceding 
15 years. 5 
 
In 2012 the National Post reported: “Calgary is now compiling a growth plan that should be presented to 
city council in October. It’s a follow on “Plan-It,” a framework approved in 2009 that acknowledged the 
need to embrace high-density living. 
In short, growing outward has just become too expensive. …The larger a city’s footprint, the more 
expensive it is to build and maintain pipes and roads. Low density living means higher taxes. This is no 
minor point for a city expecting to more than double its population in coming decades. .…“A more 
compact city costs less to build and operate,” she said. “That will cost 33% less over the next 60 years 
compared to continuing to grow the way we are now.”6 

 
By 2015, Calgary was $4 billion in debt. By 2016, provincial climate policies were making things much 

worse. Coal phase-out, renewables, law suits over Power Purchase Agreements – billions upon billions. 

No question that many beautiful (East Village), practical (C-Train), enjoyable (St. Patrick’s park) 

developments have stemmed from good intentions for ‘stopping climate change’ – but can we afford it? 

Is it sustainable if we are going broke and present generations can’t meet their own needs?  Is it 

necessary if climate change is driven mostly by nature?  And shouldn’t we be investing in mitigations 

against Mother Nature’s whims of floods, fires, droughts and deep-freeze winters? 

Much of what follows has its roots in Sustainability 2020, ImagineCalgary and PlanIt.7  

Imagine Calgary. Debt free.  

                                                           
1 https://www.fcm.ca/Documents/case-studies/PCP/Calgarys_green_power_contract_EN.pdf  
2 http://www.calgary.ca/PDA/pd/Pages/Office-of-Sustainability/Office-of-Sustainability.aspx  
3 https://energycities.org/member-cities/calgary-canada  
4 http://www.calgary.ca/UEP/ESM/Documents/ESM-Documents/calgary_climate_change_wecp_cities.pdf  
5 http://www.ipcc.ch/pdf/assessment-report/ar5/wg1/WG1AR5_Chapter09_FINAL.pdf Box 9.2 
6 http://nationalpost.com/news/canada/calgarys-east-village-project-signals-a-shift-away-from-urban-sprawl  
7 http://www.calgary.ca/CA/cmo/Documents/2013-0648_ChangesTo2020SusCover_spread_web.pdf  

https://www.fcm.ca/Documents/case-studies/PCP/Calgarys_green_power_contract_EN.pdf
http://www.calgary.ca/PDA/pd/Pages/Office-of-Sustainability/Office-of-Sustainability.aspx
https://energycities.org/member-cities/calgary-canada
http://www.calgary.ca/UEP/ESM/Documents/ESM-Documents/calgary_climate_change_wecp_cities.pdf
http://www.ipcc.ch/pdf/assessment-report/ar5/wg1/WG1AR5_Chapter09_FINAL.pdf
http://nationalpost.com/news/canada/calgarys-east-village-project-signals-a-shift-away-from-urban-sprawl
http://www.calgary.ca/CA/cmo/Documents/2013-0648_ChangesTo2020SusCover_spread_web.pdf
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CITY OF CALGARY – 
THE CLIMATE COST-BENEFIT 
QUESTION 
 

8Calgary: $4 Billion in Debt  

 
Calgary is the fifth best city in the world and very ‘green.’ There is a persistent push at city hall 

to be ‘world class.’  But if that means our seniors are in poverty, our children born into debt, 

our downtown empty due to crushing taxes, our small businesses limping toward bankruptcy, 

our necessary infrastructure and social needs pushed aside for “climate change” dogma…what 

is the cost-benefit?9  While federal public servants advised earlier governments that dramatic 

greenhouse gas reductions were unattainable, municipalities did not have the benefit of such 

insights. Politicians found ‘going green’ a great message to get elected. What can be more 

important that fighting climate change?  

                                                           
8 http://www.calgaryherald.com/news/calgary/Calgary+debt+swell+beyond+billion+2015/10367608/story.html  
9 Image licensed from Shutterstock  

http://www.calgaryherald.com/news/calgary/Calgary+debt+swell+beyond+billion+2015/10367608/story.html


 

Page | 3 

 

Greener Cities10 

 

Much of the philosophy of ‘going green’ in an urban context is to “Build Up” – to densify the 

city, reign in urban sprawl,11 enhance city services to provide equitable recreational facilities, 

‘walkable’ spaces with nearby green parks, and esthetic monuments of architecture and arts to 

‘civilize’ public life.  

The claim that this will reduce the impact of ‘climate change’ underlies almost every one of 

these multi-million-dollar decisions.  Sometimes, ‘climate change’ is the means to get funding.  

The now-iconic Peace Bridge was funded by a municipal sustainability grant from the provincial 

government – essentially it was ‘money-for-the-taking’ at the time – as long as it fit the grant 

provision. The intent was to do something more sustainable and reduce greenhouse gases 

(GHGs) by improving pedestrian and bike access to downtown.  Sounded like a reasonable plan. 

But a foreign architect was hired; the components shipped thousands of mile from Spain where 

they were manufactured….then shipped back as they were unsuited to this environment…then 

shipped back again.  Construction went over budget.  It is unknown what financial 

arrangements were made to fulfill additional work required at the site, as reported in the press 

at the time. 

The ‘free money’ to go green – cost money and many greenhouse gases were expended in the 

shipping.  So much of climate change is fraught with unintended, expensive consequences. 

In an urban setting like Calgary, which primarily relies on municipal taxes, one literally ‘can’t 

afford’ these things. 

                                                           
10 Peace Bridge at Dusk By Michael Wade (Own work) [CC BY-SA 3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-
sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia Commons  
11 http://nationalpost.com/news/canada/calgarys-east-village-project-signals-a-shift-away-from-urban-sprawl  

http://nationalpost.com/news/canada/calgarys-east-village-project-signals-a-shift-away-from-urban-sprawl
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Many of the recent changes in Calgary were not organic in nature, but rather from the ‘top 

down.’  Beautiful, fantastic multi-million-dollar facilities have been built – many of them to be 

the jewels of the crown of the East Village.  But as Calgary has simultaneously embarked on 

these many building ventures, the municipal, provincial, and federal economy has fallen apart. 

In Calgary, median property taxes increased 52% between 2010 and 2016.12 

What is the breaking point between building a ‘green’ Utopia, and ordinary citizens living an 

affordable life? 

“Calgary’s debt has doubled since 2007, as councils have borrowed to build projects such as the 

west LRT and airport tunnel before the promised grants to pay for them arrive. Half the debt is 

for recent water and wastewater treatment plant construction, money that will be recouped 

through developer levies and already approved increases to utility fees.”13 

Waste treatment is an essential common service for the city. So many other things are not. 

Yet we keep building – keep planning ostentatious events like the Olympics, and “Imagining 

Calgary” – but not imagining it debt-free. 

 

 

City of Calgary Police helicopter view of 2013 flood via Twitter. 

                                                           
12 http://www.calgary.ca/CA/fs/Pages/Property-Tax/Statistical-Data/Median-Residential-Property-Tax.aspx  
13 http://www.calgaryherald.com/news/Calgary+accounts+cent+municipal+debt+Alberta/7729411/story.html  

http://www.calgary.ca/CA/fs/Pages/Property-Tax/Statistical-Data/Median-Residential-Property-Tax.aspx
http://www.calgaryherald.com/news/Calgary+accounts+cent+municipal+debt+Alberta/7729411/story.html
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Page 10 of 40 of the East Village Area Redevelopment Plan - March 2005 

 

 

East Village 

In 2012, the Calgary Herald reported that Calgary accounted for 42% of all municipal debt in 

Alberta.14  

In addition to borrowing against future grants for transit and recreation centres, $132 million of 

Calgary’s debt as of 2011 was for the revitalization of East Village, and will be recouped through 

                                                           
14 http://www.calgaryherald.com/news/Calgary+accounts+cent+municipal+debt+Alberta/7729411/story.html  

http://www.calgaryherald.com/news/Calgary+accounts+cent+municipal+debt+Alberta/7729411/story.html
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property taxes from new developments in that district (whose boundaries include The Bow 

tower).  In part, this was spurred by the ‘climate change’ notion that population density reduces 

GHGs and saves money in the long run. 

By 2017, Alberta was in a recession and faced a ‘staggering $4 billion drop in assessed 

downtown property values.15 By Feb. 21, 2017, analysts were predicting office vacancy in the 

downtown core was headed to 30%.16 

“The shift means businesses outside the core will be slapped with significant tax increases to 

make up for the lower property assessments downtown where skyscrapers sit empty and 

vacancy rates have reached historic highs.” 

But these beautiful ‘walkable’ neighbourhoods are not for everyone according to the WalkUps 

Guru Chris Leinberger: 17 “Indeed, high rents are the only measure of economic success 

Leinberger uses. And they inherently count against social equity. Leinberger would like to see 

property values climb as high as they possibly can, and then reserve some of that wealth to 

preserve affordable housing options for lower-income residents. A community where equity 

and diversity are maintained because prices stay within reach is, by definition, failing in his 

book.”  

To make East Village more attractive to metro dwellers, special cultural attractions were required. 

 

New Central Library 

                                                           
15 http://calgaryherald.com/news/local-news/suburban-businesses-brace-for-business-tax-shock-and-awe  
16 https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/calgary-downtown-office-vacancy-heading-30-mario-toneguzzi  
17 http://dc.streetsblog.org/2012/09/13/leinberger-walkable-urbanism-is-the-future-and-dc-is-the-model/ 

http://calgaryherald.com/news/local-news/suburban-businesses-brace-for-business-tax-shock-and-awe
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/calgary-downtown-office-vacancy-heading-30-mario-toneguzzi
http://dc.streetsblog.org/2012/09/13/leinberger-walkable-urbanism-is-the-future-and-dc-is-the-model/


 

Page | 7 

“Planning for the New Central Library began in 2004, when Calgary City Council committed $40 

million to the project. In 2011, council committed an additional $135 million from Calgary’s 

Community Investment Fund toward the NCL. CMLC then contributed $70 million from our 

Community Revitalization Levy (CRL) to top up funding for the total project cost of $245 

million.” 

 

   

The monumental task of delivering a landmark library that will serve Calgarians for generations 

to come has been enthusiastically embraced by three highly engaged and committed partners:  

Calgary Public Library, CMLC and the City of Calgary = Taxpayers  

 

 

National Music Centre18 

                                                           
18 http://calgaryattractions.com/attractions/studiobell/  George Webber photo credit 

How much money is $1 million? Or $100 million? 

The image on the left illustrates a person in proportion to $1 million in 

packets of $10,000. 

The image to the left below illustrates a person beside pallets of $100 

million in packets of $10,000. – together representing $245 million. 

http://calgaryattractions.com/attractions/studiobell/
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On August 26, 2015, the Calgary Herald reported:19 

“Several contractors involved in finishing the new National Music Centre have filed at least $4.1 
million in liens against its operators, claiming they haven’t been fully paid for their work. 

The total construction cost for the project has climbed from the $150 million cited three years 
ago to $191 million.20 

So far, fundraising conducted by the centre to pay for its construction has collected $130 
million. 

Of that, $75 million came equally from city, provincial and federal governments. (Taxpayers) 

Documents also show the centre has taken out a $99.2-million mortgage with Alberta Treasury 
Branches — a sum Kapusta called “bridge financing in place to allow us to continue.” 

 

 

Image – Why Rome Fell – History Channel 

Fearful Load of Taxes 

In his book Decadent Societies, historian Robert Adams wrote, “[B]y the fifth century, men 

were ready to abandon civilization itself in order to escape the fearful load of taxes.”21 

                                                           
19 http://calgaryherald.com/news/local-news/construction-firms-lodge-over-4m-in-liens-against-national-music-
centre  
20 http://calgaryherald.com/news/local-news/construction-firms-lodge-over-4m-in-liens-against-national-music-
centre  
21 http://www.businessinsider.com/all-transactions-to-be-conducted-in-the-presence-of-a-tax-collector-2012-4  

http://calgaryherald.com/news/local-news/construction-firms-lodge-over-4m-in-liens-against-national-music-centre
http://calgaryherald.com/news/local-news/construction-firms-lodge-over-4m-in-liens-against-national-music-centre
http://calgaryherald.com/news/local-news/construction-firms-lodge-over-4m-in-liens-against-national-music-centre
http://calgaryherald.com/news/local-news/construction-firms-lodge-over-4m-in-liens-against-national-music-centre
http://www.businessinsider.com/all-transactions-to-be-conducted-in-the-presence-of-a-tax-collector-2012-4
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Cities are a result of the development of complex societies, where work and life is elevated 

beyond simple subsistence.  These are a natural outgrowth of human socialization, sharing of 

services, mutual protection (from the elements or marauding enemies), commerce, trade and 

elevated arts/education. 

In his detailed historical review of the collapse of complex societies, Joseph Tainter writes:  

1) Human societies are problem-solving organizations. 

2) Sociopolitical systems require energy for their maintenance. 

3) Increased complexity carries with it increased costs per capita22 and 

4) Investment in sociopolitical complexity as a problem-solving response often reaches a 

point of declining marginal returns. 

Let us examine point 2) – the issue of energy for the maintenance of our society. 

 

 

C-Train Runs on Taxpayer Subsidies – Not Wind 

According to Green Energy futures:  

“In 2001, Calgary city council voted to purchase 21,000 megawatt-hours of wind power a 
year for 10 years. That’s the amount of electricity that the LRT uses in a year. 

                                                           
22 For some reason, Calgary got a debt service limit exception. 

http://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/Regs/2011_165.pdf 

 

http://library.tac-atc.ca/proceedings/2002/calgary.pdf
http://library.tac-atc.ca/proceedings/2002/calgary.pdf
http://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/Regs/2011_165.pdf
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Now, the LRT does not run on electrons delivered straight from wind turbines — instead, it’s 
connected to the standard electricity grid. But while that grid is still dominated by natural gas 
and coal, Calgary’s 2001 investment meant 12 wind turbines were erected. 

Then in 2012, Calgary went all-in on renewable energy, purchasing 100 per cent renewable 
power for all of the city’s operations. This investment meant two wind farms got built, totaling 
144 megawatts of installed wind capacity. ($1 million/MW to integrate to power 
grid=$14,400,00.00).  According to the City of Calgary report on CDP Worldwide, they have 
hired a ‘validator’ to be sure they are 100%. Read more on this new career in “Conning the 
Climate.”23 

To reach the wind farms, a $2.2 billion 500kVolt transmission line had to be built. 

In 2007, to support the erratic fluctuations of wind, Enmax reported it was building the $1.4 
billion Shepard natural gas plant.24  Wind (and solar) need back-up 100% of the time by peaking 
natural gas plants, that can quickly ramp up or down the power, as wind or solar spike or 
slump. 

 

Calgary 100% Renewable Energy 

Green Energy Futures claims: “ 
While the CTrain is still 100 per cent powered by wind, the city’s other operations use a mix of 
renewable energies: wind, hydro, biomass and solar power. The power purchase agreement 
totals 450,000 megawatt-hours a year or the equivalent power demand of over 65,000 Calgary 

                                                           
23 http://citizensclimatelobby.org/files/Conning-the-Climate.pdf  
24 https://www.wind-watch.org/news/2007/04/20/alberta-turns-to-natural-gas-after-wind-lessens-reliability/  

http://citizensclimatelobby.org/files/Conning-the-Climate.pdf
https://www.wind-watch.org/news/2007/04/20/alberta-turns-to-natural-gas-after-wind-lessens-reliability/
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homes.” (At proposed ‘capacity’ subsidy of $35/MWhr x 450,000 = $15,750,000.00. Coal-fired 
power = 2¢/kWhr at the gate (before admin costs)) 
 
Wind only provides 7% of the power in Alberta. The C-Train would be parked in the station all 
day if it ‘ran on the wind.’ 
 
In 2013, Pembina Institute and Dr. Joe Vipond for CAPE25 began an anti-coal campaign.  By 2015 
the province vowed to phase-out coal-fired power plants some 50 years earlier than federal 
legislation, meaning Albertans were stuck with a bill for $3 billion in compensation to coal plant 
operators (on value of >$11 billion investment, plus market need for >$11 billion to build new 
natural gas plants).   In addition, 7,000 Albertans will be forced out of work and 30 communities 
affected. The province will provide support for retraining and help for these towns – from 
taxpayers’ money. 

Early coal phase-out and the implementation of carbon tax legislation also triggered a $2 
billion-dollar law suit between Enmax and the province over Power Purchase Agreements,26  
and more recently another law suit between Enmax and the Balancing Pool.27 

It’s ALL taxpayers’ money. 

The carbon tax legislation means the city, with its wholly owned entity Enmax utility, will be on 
the hook for some $6 million a year in carbon taxes.28 

To replace coal, the province has vowed to introduce some addition 5,000 MW of wind and 
solar, which will be paid a ‘capacity’ price (based on its potential to produce energy) instead of 
a payment for actual power generation.  One market analyst estimates this will cost Albertans 
about $900 million a year.  Another analyst indicated that an additional either natural gas 
plants will also be required to provide sufficient back-up ‘dispatchable’ (on demand) power – 
which, if at a cost of $1.4 billion (cost of Calgary’s new Shepard gas plant) would be >$11 billion. 

Numerous studies from around the world demonstrate that wind is 4 to 9 times more costly 
than conventional power, intermittent, and a threat to grid reliability.  Friends of Science 
Society issued a report to the City of Calgary in 2013 on this matter and never received a 
reply.29 Five peer-reviewed studies show there is no measurable air quality or health issue in 

                                                           
25 https://www.ucalgary.ca/utoday/issue/2017-07-10/ucalgary-community-members-and-connections-honoured-
2016-calgary-awards  
26 http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/experts-explain-the-story-behind-alberta-s-power-purchase-legal-
action-1.3696440  
27 http://calgaryherald.com/business/energy/enmax-launches-lawsuit-against-balancing-pool-over-ppas  
28 http://www.calgarysun.com/2016/10/05/bureaucrats-say-they-are-looking-at-6-million-increase-in-the-cost-of-
running-the-city-after-carbon-tax-begins  
29 https://friendsofscience.org/assets/documents/RenewableNotDoable.pdf  

https://www.ucalgary.ca/utoday/issue/2017-07-10/ucalgary-community-members-and-connections-honoured-2016-calgary-awards
https://www.ucalgary.ca/utoday/issue/2017-07-10/ucalgary-community-members-and-connections-honoured-2016-calgary-awards
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/experts-explain-the-story-behind-alberta-s-power-purchase-legal-action-1.3696440
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/experts-explain-the-story-behind-alberta-s-power-purchase-legal-action-1.3696440
http://calgaryherald.com/business/energy/enmax-launches-lawsuit-against-balancing-pool-over-ppas
http://www.calgarysun.com/2016/10/05/bureaucrats-say-they-are-looking-at-6-million-increase-in-the-cost-of-running-the-city-after-carbon-tax-begins
http://www.calgarysun.com/2016/10/05/bureaucrats-say-they-are-looking-at-6-million-increase-in-the-cost-of-running-the-city-after-carbon-tax-begins
https://friendsofscience.org/assets/documents/RenewableNotDoable.pdf
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Alberta related to the use of coal.  Natural gas will become the primary source of power in 
Alberta – a market commodity, subject to price hikes, despite the present surplus. 

Now that the City and Province have embarked on a plan to phase-out coal and replace with 

natural gas, we find the original proponents of coal phase-out claiming that natural gas is not 

‘climate friendly’ either.  Dr. Vipond tweeted @DeronBilous @sandersonNDP in August: “And 

tell me again why Nat Gas is more climate friendly? ‘cause it’s not. #ableg” 

What is the next multi-billion-dollar ‘clean’ energy proposal, one wonders? 

Proponents of geothermal claim they can replace coal and simply transfer oil/gas jobs to a new 

industry to access ‘free heat’ from deep within the earth. There are many challenges to such 

ventures.30 While there may be merit to pilot projects of this nature, this ignores the fact that 

brand new infrastructure of piping and transmission lines would have to be built – more billions 

from Albertans who are essentially broke.  A wasteful initiative when we already have a 

working system, best based on coal-fired power (cheapest); next best on natural gas. 

The City of Calgary has paid millions of dollars to ‘go green’ with ineffective wind power which, 

when it is not blowing. Win contracts are covered by a ‘firming contract’ with the a 

dispatchable power provider (typically natural gas, coal or hydro or a combination).  These costs 

are unknown and apparently unavailable via FOIP due to the commercial nature of the 

agreements. 

The main proponents of wind power are Pembina Institute, a group which has been consulting 

to the city of Calgary since 2009, promoting wind and ‘greening the grid.’  It is not clear if the 

city ever asked for any professional critique or review of proposed wind services.  The present 

coal phase-out costs and “climate plan” costs are only beginning to hit Calgary consumers. 

On Feb. 27, 2017, the Calgary Herald reported: “While the average home will be paying $136 

more for natural gas a year due to the carbon tax this year, the price of electricity is expected to 

double by 2020. 

The market outlook for electricity prices, which are currently in an historic trough of around 
$25 per megawatt hour, will likely see them rise to near $50/MWh in three years, say analysts 
and utility operators.”31  

The cost of energy to maintain the city and to power society is skyrocketing with no benefit 

to the citizens. 

                                                           
30 http://blog.friendsofscience.org/2016/06/21/geothermal-for-alberta-a-case-for-caution/  
31 http://calgaryherald.com/news/local-news/carbon-levy-boosted-natural-gas-prices-to-be-joined-by-big-hikes-in-
cost-of-electricty  

http://blog.friendsofscience.org/2016/06/21/geothermal-for-alberta-a-case-for-caution/
http://calgaryherald.com/news/local-news/carbon-levy-boosted-natural-gas-prices-to-be-joined-by-big-hikes-in-cost-of-electricty
http://calgaryherald.com/news/local-news/carbon-levy-boosted-natural-gas-prices-to-be-joined-by-big-hikes-in-cost-of-electricty
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Declining Marginal Returns on Investment in Sociopolitical32 

The selfie generation generally love the higher density ‘climate responsive’ concept of East 

Village, but it is doubtful they can afford to live there. Many will start out in their parents’ 

basements, living in the equivalent of secondary suites, facing challenges of joblessness and 

burdensome cost of living.  Despite an increase in minimum wage, the attendant increases in 

the costs of living – especially energy – will make it harder for them to get ahead and be 

independent contributors to the city’s tax base. 

The tax burden will fall unfairly on working families who are trying to get ahead, and on retirees 

who own property, yet may not have enough money saved or may not have the desire to move 

to a retirement facility. Yet the numbers and needs of seniors will grow, as costs increase for 

them and for the health care system rise, as our energy costs skyrocket. As of 2015: 

“Approximately 1 in 4 Calgary seniors indicate that it is difficult to afford the food they need 

because of increases in housing costs. “33 

 

                                                           
32 Image of selfie generation licensed from Shutterstock 
33 https://www.calgary.ca/CSPS/CNS/Documents/Social-research-policy-and-resources/calgary-aging-

population.pdf?noredirect=1  

https://www.calgary.ca/CSPS/CNS/Documents/Social-research-policy-and-resources/calgary-aging-population.pdf?noredirect=1
https://www.calgary.ca/CSPS/CNS/Documents/Social-research-policy-and-resources/calgary-aging-population.pdf?noredirect=1
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The objective of densification was to reduce costs. 
 

As Denise Carbol, the senior planner with city-wide planning and design, said in the National 
Post article quoted in the opening of this document: 
 
“A more compact city costs less to build and operate,” she said. “That will cost 33% less over the 
next 60 years compared to continuing to grow the way we are now.””34 
 
Is that true? 
 
 

 

Aboriginal Youth Seeking Opportunity35 

Burdensome taxes and costs of living make it even harder for young people from marginalized 

communities to get in and get ahead.36  Aboriginal youth in the city usually don’t have the 

option of living in their parents’ basement while they look for work or go to college or 

university.  

Many face discrimination just finding an apartment. 

One in seven of Alberta’s aboriginal population (15%) resided in Calgary in 2011, although they 

represent only 5% and 3% of their respective total populations. 

• Nearly half (49%) of Aboriginal people in Alberta were under the age of 25, compared 
with 32% of the non-Aboriginal population. More than half of First Nations people (53%) 

                                                           
34 http://nationalpost.com/news/canada/calgarys-east-village-project-signals-a-shift-away-from-urban-sprawl  
35 Image of Native American youth licensed from Shutterstock  
36 http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/89-656-x/89-656-x2016010-eng.htm  

http://nationalpost.com/news/canada/calgarys-east-village-project-signals-a-shift-away-from-urban-sprawl
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/89-656-x/89-656-x2016010-eng.htm
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were in this age group (55% of those living on a reserve and 52% of the off-reserve 
population), as were half of Inuit and 45% of Métis. 

• In 2011, the median age of First Nations people was 23.0; the off-reserve population 
was slightly older (23.7) than those living on a reserve (22.0). Métis had a median age of 
28.2; that of Inuit was 25.0. All three groups were younger than the non-Aboriginal 
population, whose median age was 36.8. 

• In 2011, 47% of Aboriginal people aged 25 to 64 in Alberta had a certificate, diploma or 
degree from a trade school, college or university: 40% of First Nations people, 53% of 
Métis and 52% of Inuit. The comparable percentage for their non-Aboriginal 
counterparts was 65%. 

People are the power of a city. 

So many of Calgary’s current policies are disempowering those who have the best potential 
to lead and a desire to get ahead. 

 

 

Public Art 

Calgary commentator and blogger Cory Morgan takes you on a tour of public artworks.37  His 

comments echo the demoralizing sense that ordinary people feel when odd edifices are built at 

public expense, while the public struggles to meet the costs of their daily lives. 

Public art stems, again, from climate change initiatives where the thinking is that if people will 

be more ensconced in a higher density urban environment with less mobility by car, public art 

should enhance their experience. But at what cost? Who should produce it? Who should 

decide? 

                                                           
37 http://corymorgan.com/video-tour-of-calgarys-public-art-projects/  

http://corymorgan.com/video-tour-of-calgarys-public-art-projects/
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The City of Calgary was built by people who came from far away to build a better life for 

themselves and their families.  Pioneer Bella Singer became a real estate mogul by collecting a 

nickel tax on card games in her boarding house. Most of the mining and oil/gas entrepreneurs 

began with nothing and made their deals on a handshake with goodwill and earnest intent. 

Today many thousands of Calgarians struggle to get by at the food bank; seniors who went 

through or were born just after the Great Depression of the 1930’s, the many who endured 

World War II here at home or abroad, and those who ate salt cod (with gratitude) sent by the 

Maritimes to help Alberta through the dark days of poverty shake their head in wonder as the 

city squanders its wealth and goes ever further into debt for non-essential projects, diverting 

funds to Imagine Calgary and climate change green rent-seeking policies. The City of Calgary 

is dramatically raising the costs of vital energy – forcing heat-or-eat poverty on the people. 

If the purpose of public art is to elevate the senses of society, beautify the environment and 

add pleasure to life, when so many people are struggling financially, the effect is the opposite. 

Climate Change – Multipurpose Rationale 

Climate change is a handy umbrella used to encompass many policies and expenditures. 

“Savings” or “saving the Planet” are often claimed as the outcome.  But look at the debt we’ve 

been burdened with because of these many ‘climate change’ initiatives.  From being $4 billion 

in debt in 2015, what debt ratio can we expect in 

light of the changes to energy policies, the 

interest on these massive projects, and the 

coincident downturn in the municipal tax base, 

provincial and federal economies?  

Calgary secured a temporary exemption to its 

debt-ceiling under the Municipal Government 

Act.38  

We still have done nothing about the real climate 

issue that we can practically do something about 

– flood mitigation. The table from the Weather 

Network shows that Calgary frequently 

experiences floods.39 

 

 

                                                           
38 http://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/Regs/2011_165.pdf  
39 https://www.theweathernetwork.com/news/articles/calgary-floods-it-could-happen-again/8295  

 

 

http://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/Regs/2011_165.pdf
https://www.theweathernetwork.com/news/articles/calgary-floods-it-could-happen-again/8295
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Is this a burden you can carry or pay off? 

 

 

Small Business Becomes a Proxy Tax Collector for the City 

How much money is $1 million? Or $1 Billion? 

The image on the left illustrates a person in proportion to $1 million in 

packets of $10,000. 

The image to the left below illustrates a person beside pallets of $1 

BILLION in packets of $10,000. – together representing $4 Billion in debt 

of 2015. 
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“Small business is key to creating vital, vibrant communities…most businesses are small 

businesses. 95% have less that 50 employees, 75% have less than 5 employees. Taxing small 

business is creating a hidden sales tax…and it’s clobbering small businesses.” 

The late Jon Lord, pictured above, former city councillor and 2013 Mayoralty candidate was 

passionate about small business. (watch his video)40 However, he felt that small businesses 

were being unfairly taxed by the city and in the process, were simply proxy tax collectors for the 

city, in a way that was deceitful to the consumer and destructive to most small businesses, 

which often have tight margins. 

Again, the energy policies mentioned earlier will also hit businesses hard.  In terms of medium 

sized industries and manufacturing, Alberta’s electrical power is 75% consumed by industry. 

Small and medium-sized businesses are local and regional job creators, which in turn create the 

tax base that supports the city’s common infrastructure needs and goals.  By making it harder 

for small and medium sized business to survive, the city is shooting itself in the foot. 

  

Families Face Difficult Choices – for some it will be Heat or Eat41 

The theory behind the carbon tax is that if fossil fuel related services like electricity, heating 

your home, and driving your car cost you more, you will use less. What does that mean in a 

province that experiences short winter days and minus 40C/F temperatures where light and 

heat are crucial to healthy survival? Rebates for low income earners don’t keep up with the cost 

of living. 

                                                           
40 https://youtu.be/226MB5-_CLM?list=UU6aab5CO0PuD9dwlIVniMOw  
41 Image licensed from Shutterstock 
 

https://youtu.be/226MB5-_CLM?list=UU6aab5CO0PuD9dwlIVniMOw
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In the experience of the UK and EU, which have already implremented extensive climate change 

programs, carbon taxes and “Renewables Obligations” (subsidies to wind/solar), there have 

been thousands of premature deaths of the elderly whose fixed incomes could not meet the 

spike in power and heating costs; many families have been forced to move into one room of the 

house and shut off the other rooms to reduce heating costs; thousands of people have had 

their utilities cut off for non-payment; millions have shifted into heat-or-eat poverty.  This has 

happened in countries where winter temperatures are generally much more mild than those of 

Calgary, where public transit is readily available due to high density populations, where 

distances are not great, and where apartments and townhouses are small to begin with.  Dr. 

Benny Peiser of the UK was Friends of Science Society’s special guest speaker at our 10th annual 

event in 2013 and he explained the brutal consequences: “To Heat or Eat: Europe’s Climate 

Policy Fiasco.” 42  Soaring energy prices were the main reason for these devastating 

circumstances, as pictured in the graph below. 

 

Let us Recap – The Costs of Going Green to Fight Climate Change and Save You Money 

To ‘fight climate change’ the Enmax Distributed Energy center was built in downtown Calgary.  

(Sole client to date is City Hall, as far as we know.) 

To ‘fight climate change’ the City of Calgary paid for equivalent wind power to run the C-Train, 

apparently resulting in 12 wind turbines.  Each turbine costs about $1 Million to integrate into 

the existing grid.  Then, a $1.4 billion natural gas plant (Shepard) had to be built to support the 

erratic nature of wind.  A special $2.2 billion 500kV transmission line had to be built from 

                                                           
42 https://friendsofscience.org/index.php?id=653  

https://friendsofscience.org/index.php?id=653
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Calgary to Pincher Creek wind farms to access the wind power (wind power generates Direct 

Current (DC) while power plants output Alternating Current (AC).)   

The Alberta Electrical System Operator (AESO) added extensive wind forecasting equipment 

and related systems to manage erratic wind power (costs unknown).  

To ‘fight climate change’ and reduce costs to the city, a high-density community, East Village, 

was planned.  As an upscale community, additional public, cultural buildings were required. 

 

Since the East Village land was on a known flood plain, no developer would touch it. 

So, the City and the Province of Alberta placed East Village under the Calgary Municipal Land 

Corporation: 

“Calgary Municipal Land Corporation (CMLC) was incorporated in 2007 as a 

wholly owned subsidiary of the City of Calgary to implement and execute the 

Rivers District Community Revitalization Plan – a public infrastructure program 

approved by the City of Calgary and the Province of Alberta to kick-start Calgary’s 

urban renewal”  

A special community revitalization levy was instituted to tax regional buildings (i.e. including the 

corporate financed “Bow” –assuming the boom at the time would continue. 

Despite the known flood risk, little was done to mitigate potential flooding along the Bow or 

upstream, other than some scenic berms. 

In 2013, Calgary’s downtown core was flooded in a multi-billion-dollar natural event.   

However, this flood is now reported to CDP Worldwide as a ‘climate change’ event, despite 

Calgary having experienced eight of its worst floods prior to 1933. The 2013 flood was a 

weather anomaly. And a warning – that we have done nothing about. 

To ‘fight climate change’ coal-fired power plants were phased out 50 years early by the Alberta 

government. A carbon tax was introduced.  The phase-out will cost billions of dollars. 

To ‘fight climate change’ a push for wind and solar to replace 2/3 of the coal-fired generation 

was instituted in the provincial Climate Plan, which the city supports.  In order to attract 

wind/solar developers, the province had to institute a ‘capacity’ (subsidy) model to pay for 

ineffective wind/solar power.  

The price tag for subsidies is estimated at some $900 million/yr. 

To integrate 1 MW of wind costs $1 million.  Some 5,000 MW of wind are proposed.  

Transmission line routes are unknown.   The stated objective of the wind power is to reduce 
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GHGs – especially carbon dioxide – to ‘save the planet.’  Unfortunately, the public are being 

misled on both points. 

The problem with wind is its randomness, wind is completely uncorrelated with 

demand. If the province adds another 5,000 MW then the total would be 6,500 

MW. Typically, this amount of wind would randomly experience 80% or higher 

ramps one or more times per week. This would be the equivalent of ramping 6.5 

Shepard plants from off to full to off again. These plants are unable to do this 

over the long term. They may end up having to put in simple cycle units instead 

which, from a CO2 perspective, would pretty much defeat the purpose of adding 

wind. But it’s never really been about reducing CO2, it’s all about building wind. 

And now solar.  

To support the wind with dispatchable power, the equivalent of eight Shepard natural gas 

plants will have to be built (or conversions done).  Shepard cost $1.4 billion – so an additional 

$11 billion. 

Billions of dollars later, still no flood mitigation – which is something we CAN do to fight 

flooding. 

No Climate Catastrophe Imminent or Expected by Scientists 

Since 2005, scientists have known that the GHG theory of human-caused global 

warming/climate change did not properly reflect the climate changes they were observing.  At 

that point, there had been no significant rise in temperature, despite a large rise in carbon 

dioxide. In depth review of the literature was done with a collection of scientists through the 

National Academy of Sciences.43 

By 2013, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change was reporting that there had been no 

significant warming for 15 years, despite a rise in carbon dioxide and GHGs. 

Investment Community, Unions and Pension Funds, and ENGOs Use Climate Catastrophe to 

Make Money – From You 

None-the-less, the investment community appears to be stuck in the climate science thinking of 

2002.44  Most unions, including city unions, support such policies – largely because their 

pension funds are deeply invested in renewable wind and solar energy – and their pension 

plans are hopelessly underfunded in most cases.45  Many unions pay money to the 

environmental groups that push policies to incorporate more wind and solar on the grid. 

                                                           
43 https://www.nap.edu/read/11175/chapter/1  
44 
https://www.neiinvestments.com/documents/PublicPolicyAndStandards/2015/Premier%20of%20Alberta%20Collaborative%20
Investor%20Letter.pdf  
45 https://www.amazon.com/Pension-Ponzi-Bankrupting-Education-Retirement/dp/1118098730  

https://www.nap.edu/read/11175/chapter/1
https://www.neiinvestments.com/documents/PublicPolicyAndStandards/2015/Premier%20of%20Alberta%20Collaborative%20Investor%20Letter.pdf
https://www.neiinvestments.com/documents/PublicPolicyAndStandards/2015/Premier%20of%20Alberta%20Collaborative%20Investor%20Letter.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Pension-Ponzi-Bankrupting-Education-Retirement/dp/1118098730


 

Page | 22 

“Climate Change” becomes a convenient method of topping up the pension fund without direct 

taxation of the people. Wind and solar provide 20-40 years of stable earnings when on fixed 

‘capacity’ payments; the peaking prices of natural gas are worth much more than regular power 

prices, and some funds are invested in many levels of the new energy infrastructure via mutual 

funds in transmission companies, etc. 

And across America, the unfunded liability of municipal pensions still grows, as does the size of 

most urban administrations.46  Departments frequently added include ‘sustainability’ – or 

ImagineCalgary-style planning groups. 

In the end, the City of Calgary Climate Change Program is not about saving the planet or fighting 

climate change, but rather skimming your bank account.  It would be nice to have a full 

accounting of all these costs, interest payments, and forward obligations. It would be nice to 

make someone accountable for these poor choices that will impoverish the very people who 

built this city. 

Reduction of noxious pollutants, improving waste water treatment is good policy and a useful, 

practical, beneficial application of public funds. “Fighting climate change” – not so much. 

“Peonage” – debt slavery - went out with the Magna Carta – but appears to be making a come 

back as discussed in our reports.47 

“[B]y the fifth century, men were ready to abandon civilization itself  

in order to escape the fearful load of taxes.” 

 

Please review our corollary document “The Costs of Doing Something Wrong: 

that specifically addresses the  

City of Calgary Climate Change Program.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
46 http://www.governing.com/topics/finance/gov-legacy-cities-bills-debt.html  
47 http://blog.friendsofscience.org/?s=SHARE  

http://www.governing.com/topics/finance/gov-legacy-cities-bills-debt.html
http://blog.friendsofscience.org/?s=SHARE
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About  
Friends of Science Society is an independent group of earth, atmospheric and solar scientists, engineers, 
and citizens, celebrating its 15th year of offering climate science insights. After a thorough review of a 
broad spectrum of literature on climate change, Friends of Science Society has concluded that the sun is 
the main driver of climate change, not carbon dioxide (CO2). 

Friends of Science Society  
P.O. Box 23167, Mission P.O.  
Calgary, Alberta  
Canada T2S 3B1  
Toll-free Telephone: 1-888-789-9597  
Web: friendsofscience.org  
E-mail: contact(at)friendsofscience(dot)org  
Web: climatechange101.ca 

 

 


